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April 6 – Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah calls us to note that humans are not the only creatures who worship. Instead, our songs join the chorus of the non-human animals who sing their praises to God. In Isaiah, the jackals and ostriches honor God for water, just like the people. As created beings, they have shared needs in their shared ecosystem. Today’s reading offers an invitation to pray for the needs of our nonhuman neighbors and acknowledge their worship. Though you may not live alongside ostriches and jackals, which animals offer praise in your local ecosystem? What might elicit praise from squirrels, deer, or racoons? What needs do human and nonhuman animals share in your area?


April 13 – Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion
In Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, his followers cry out for justice. They have seen his acts of power and declare him the king who comes in the name of the Lord. Hearing a crowd declare Jesus a ruler was unsettling to the powerful. When the religious authorities tell Jesus to quiet his disciples, he instead reveals that it is not only humanity that cries out for justice, but the whole creation. “The stones would shout out,” Jesus tells them (Luke 19:40). In this moment, we see an alignment between God, the faithful, and creation crying out for justice together. For the faithful in a time of climate change, it is imperative that we, too, cry out for justice—as well as listen for the cries of creation.


April 17 – Maundy Thursday
On Maundy Thursday, God reaches out to us in the sacraments. Water on our feet reminds us of our baptism, and we remember the first Lord’s supper. While ecology is not the focus of our sacraments, they are nonetheless inherently ecological. God meets us in our earthly bodies through the simple components of grain, fruit, and water. These are not esoteric or spiritualized but are inherently connected to the lands and waters that sustain all life. Our sacraments are not private affairs between our disembodied souls and God. Instead, our sacraments unite us, earthlings, to all the waters and lands of the world, and all of us to the God of the incarnation—the same Lord who feeds and washes us disciples on Maundy Thursday.


April 18 – Good Friday
For people of the cross, the crucifixion did not only occur to Jesus of Nazareth two thousand years ago. For us, Good Friday is not merely a recounting of an ancient injustice. Instead, we see John’s account of the crucifixion all around us. The poor are oppressed, the innocent are murdered, and the powerful continue to wash their hands of it—and amid this we continue to tell the story of Jesus, God incarnate, who shows us God’s ultimate solidarity with all those crucified. But perhaps we can imagine the crucifixion even more broadly. When pristine wilderness is destroyed for oil, the earth’s side is pierced. When an animal goes extinct because of human disregard, this, too, is a crucifixion.


April 19 – Easter Vigil 
Mary supposed Jesus to be the gardener—the one who cares for the earth’s flourishing, who waters the parched places, who lovingly weeds and prunes, and who enjoys the bursting forth of life in spring. This detail harkens all the way back to Genesis, when humans were made as gardeners and told to till and keep the land. Later, those same humans were expelled from the garden. And now it is the firstborn of the new creation, the resurrected Christ, the divine gardener, who invites us back to our roots. It is not only humans who experience resurrection, but all creation. As we celebrate the resurrection, we must also remember that the whole earth groans as it waits for its promised renewal—just like us.


April 20 – Resurrection of Our Lord / Easter Day
Today we celebrate Easter with alleluias for new life. Tuesday is Earth Day, which for more than five decades has been an occasion to mark the sickness and death of our ecosystems—from burning rivers and polluted airways when it began, to endangered species and threats of climate change now. For what we confront on Tuesday, we need alleluias invigorating us in the tasks of striving to restore planetary health. Alleluias might also point us to the larger promise invited in the psalm, “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (118:24). Where places of death have received new life, we rejoice this Easter season—for Earth Day and every day. Alleluia!


April 27 – Second Sunday of Easter
John 20:22 says, “[Jesus] breathed on them” and gave the Holy Spirit. We miss embodied creation connections if this verse becomes too spiritualized and skips past Jesus’ actual lungs. How was Jesus breathing after three days in the tomb? Was his breath perhaps warm, moist, and smelling like the fish he ate? As we continue to breathe together (literally “conspire”—be spirited with—each other!) in our work of ministry, notice what impacts our breathing and communal efforts. We breathe deeply to reduce stress. But we also know of respiratory risks from viruses to pollutants. The breath work of the Holy Spirit may be supported, physically and spiritually, by cleaning the air of smog, wildfire smoke, exhaust, and all kinds of irritants that harm living things. Learn about the Clean Air Act at www.epa.gov/clean-air-act-overview.



