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Dear companions in care for the whole creation,
This is a seminal time as the EcoFaith Network of our Northeastern Minnesota Synod. Thank you for your passion and partnership!
· We launched a new website, ecofaithnetwork.org, co-sponsored with the St. Paul Area Synod’s Care of Creation.  We continue to provide the monthly Green Blades Rising Newsletter with a circulation of over 2,000. Many of our pastoral leaders participate as writers or readers in the weekly Green Blades Preaching Roundtable. We held an annual EcoFaith leadership retreat at Camp Onomia in August, Cross+Pollination in this Kairos Time, with 15 members of our NE MN EcoFaith leaders and 18 people (plus four dogs ) from four neighboring synods.  
· Three congregations and one of our camping ministries applied for and were awarded EcoFaith micro-grants for bold, innovative ways of incorporating earth stewardship in their educational ministry and outreach: Immanuel, Princeton; Lutheran Church of the Cross, Nisswa; Spirit of God, Duluth; and Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry.
· Meeting in assembly, our synod voted to become a Pollinator Synod, providing habitat for pollinators and also become pollinators of the care for the creation - in our congregations, our communities, and with neighboring synods. (We are the first synod in the ELCA to do so, but not the last.) We also adopted a bold new Responding to the Climate Crisis in this Kairos Time. These resolutions are significant steps forward toward becoming a synod that fully embraces our interdependence with the rest of God’s creation and our call to respond in this critical time.
· We hosted  and co-presented The Pollinator Plot: Cross+Pollination in a Time of Ecological Crisis, in Duluth, the first in-person and on-line, EcoFaith Summit, in collaboration with two other synods and 11 sponsoring partners. A growing number of our congregations (thirty-three as of last count!) are joining together in the synodwide Pollinator Project, led by the Pollinator Project Steering Committee. 
· At the October 14 Walking Together synod gathering, we are telling the story of how we are meeting Christ in the Pollinator Plot.  We will also be distributing signs for congregations to place in their pollinator plots. 
Thank you for your partnership in all that is germinating, and for your own efforts to make the care of creation integral in your congregation’s worship and ministry. And we invite you to become an 2024 EcoFaith Congregation Partner by sharing with us your creation care ‘story’ and making a financial contribution of any amount.
We cannot turn our back on the earth’s distress because God does not.  We cannot turn our backs on the wellbeing of our younger generations because God’s love impels us toward them. Together, we can be pollinators for a new relationship with the creation, for the sake of our children, for the sake of all that God makes. 
Please join your sibling congregations in the Northeastern Minnesota Synod by becoming a 2024 EcoFaith Partner Congregation!  

Together with you in pollination,


Dave Carlson and Kristin Foster, Co-chairs
NE MN Synod EcoFaith Network
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Yes!
We want to be a 2024 EcoFaith Partner Congregation

Sharing our story of commitment to creation in our ministry through
· A story of something we have recently done OR
· A story of something we are planning to begin OR
· Sharing our own Covenant with Creation OR
· Ways we are living out ecofaith/care for creation
in worship, education, congregational life, 
building and grounds, and community engagement

and
Supporting the EcoFaith Network with a 2024 commitment of 
$_________
Our commitment can be (indicate which applies) 
· part of our mission and ministry budget
· a designated freewill offering
· from dedicated individual contributions, including gifts of appreciated stock
Congregation information:
Name/address:  _____________________________________  
Pastoral staff: _______________________________________
Church email: ________________________Church phone: ______________________
Our congregation’s EcoFaith Liaison(s) (names, emails, phone numbers)
__________________________________________________________________ 


You have a story to tell!  
We want to hear it!
Or tell us how your congregation is nurturing EcoFaith ministry 
In our worship life, by

In education of all ages, by

In our congregational life and fellowship, by

In our stewardship of building and grounds, by

In our community outreach and advocacy, by

And participating in the EcoFaith Network, by (circle what applies)

· Participating in the Synod Pollinator Project
· Attending the annual EcoFaith Summit
· Sharing information and resources from the monthly Green Blades Rising Newsletter, the EcoFaith Network Facebook Page, and the EcoFaith resources on the synod website
· Utilizing the Green Blades Preaching Roundtable
· Sharing weekly Green Tips (in the monthly newsletter) in our congregation
· Considering becoming a Pollinator Friendly Congregation
· Participating in Creation Care Connection events for congregations via Zoom
· Applying for an EcoFaith Micro-grant
· Requesting congregational mentoring
· Sharing a story of creation care from your congregation!
· Financially support the ongoing work of the EcoFaith Network

Congregation name/address:
Pastoral staff: ______________________________________________________________
Church email: _______________________________Church phone: ________________
EcoFaith Liaison(s) (names, emails, phone numbers) __________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Worship
Incorporate an annual Season of Creation
Hold at least one outdoor worship service each year
Use Green Blades Preaching Roundtable reflections for sermon preparation
Pray weekly for the whole creation
Sing creation-inclusive hymns in all church seasons
Use eco-palms OR local tree branches
Eliminate plastic from the celebration of Holy Communion
Use real bread for Communion
Have a Blessing of the Seeds, Soil, and Water
St. Francis Day Blessing of the Animals (domestic and wild)

Education
Feature books for reading or discussion groups
Have an outdoor VBS
Hold adult forums with guest speakers on environmental topics
Bible studies on creation in the Bible
Intergenerational pollinator project

Congregational life
Eliminate Styrofoam
Have a garden share table on Sundays
Use washable cups and plates instead of disposables
Use compostable dinnerware IF there your community has commercial compost
Use cloth napkins
Use fair trade coffee, tea, and chocolate
Adopt a Creation Care Covenant (see examples on website)
Provide cloth shopping bags with information
Invite congregation to “give up plastic” for Lent

Stewardship of building and grounds
Start a pollinator garden
Create a community garden
Energy audit and LED lighting
Turn lawn into native species
Include earth friendly practices in building use policy
Create an outdoor prayer labyrinth
Install solar panels

Community outreach and advocacy
Host an Earth Care Fair
Create a nature walk or pollinator meadow
Hold a One Hundred Mile Community Harvest Meal
Have a tree planting day
Explore the intersections between social, racial, and environmental justice
Have forums on current issues
Community clean-up:  Adopt-a-highway, county road, or waterfront clean-up
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