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Friends, we have come to the final days of the Jubilee year of Earth Day.  But we continue to need the insights of Jubilee to stir us forward in our work.   So this is a good time to review once more what Jubilee teaches us about care of creation and particularly the intersection of this with our commitment to justice and equality. 

Jubilee, as first described in Leviticus 25, is this remarkable notion that every 50 years, there is a radical upheaval of things as usual.  It is rooted in several important ideas, and of course, I will list 7 of them!

First, Jubilee as described in Leviticus  is the year of return, of liberty.  Which is to say, everyone is freed to return to their original land and their family of origin.  No one is to be held in permanent bondage.  At the heart of Jubilee is thus an enormous critique of any economic system that allows a rich class to live permanently off the labor of a poor, indentured class.

Two, know that no one, in fact, owns the land.  It is God’s and we are all alien residents, mere tenants.

I love the fact that these are two seemingly contradictory thoughts. Everyone returns to the land that is theirs, but it is not actually theirs.  Seeming contradiction is how truth so often works in Scripture.

Three, Jubilee is rooted in the idea of resting, which actually means not working. This is Sabbath on steroids. Indeed, as on the Sabbath, it is not just humans who need to stop, to take a break.  So does the earth and all her creatures.  The earth also returns to its natural state; it too is no longer indentured.  We find in the call to Jubilee these twin radical notions that we are both totally responsible for God’s creation and that the world does not need us to work all the time.  Again, two seemingly contradictory ideas.

Four, the land and all her creatures need to rest, but we will not starve because of this.  We and all creatures will live off the unworked land.  Jubilee insists that we trust in the promise that God will provide.  

Five, though the year of Jubilee is rooted in the Levitical law, it takes a biblical journey, which goes next to Isaiah 61. Jubilee becomes promise in a whole new way, in the midst of the despair and hopelessness of exile. The word is now given, not so much to the indentured servant as to the oppressed, the brokenhearted, to the captives, and those who mourn.  

And six, Jubilee is further expanded in the fourth chapter of Luke when Jesus reads from Isaiah 61 in his hometown synagogue. He ends by telling his friends and family: Listen up!  This promise of rest and freedom is not, dear ones, primarily for you.  It is primarily for the alien, the other, the one who stands outside your gates, on the other side of the wall, if you will.  And for saying this, Jesus got into a heap of trouble.

And finally, seven, we find that the idea of Jubilee is rooted even in the Lord’s prayer in which we pray:
	Give us each day our daily bread. 
	And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
As children of the Jubilee promise, we hear in the Lord’s prayer that the divine gift of daily bread is linked to the forgiveness of debts, to our releasing others from their debts.  Right there, in the Lord’s prayer, is the notion of sufficiency of what the earth provides us if we forego greed and possessiveness.  That’s it – gift and calling.  A stunningly simple and radical notion to carry with us into the future.  







