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December 1 – First Sunday of Advent
Could the connections with creation be more obvious in this week’s gospel? Anticipation for the arrival of Christ, through whom the universe came into being, calls forth cosmic signs and crashing seas. Jeremiah speaks of the promised arrival of a savior like a shoot from a stump, a once-chopped tree with an unstoppable determination for life. Psalm 25 speaks powerfully of new pathways. One natural image that we often associate with Advent is conspicuously absent this week, namely pregnancy. Before Mary and her faithfulness take center stage, help your congregation consider the ways that the earth itself prepares for God’s arrival.


December 8 – Second Sunday of Advent
This week’s readings are flush with natural imagery and complicated metaphors. For instance, in the current era of mountaintop-removal mining that destroys habitats and poisons rivers, how can we help congregants hear Luke’s proclamation of lowering hills as good news? How can contemporary hearers understand the value of dawn breaking from on high when light pollution already makes the deep of night as bright as day? Take time this week to establish the context of the original audiences so that your audience can appreciate how the entire world turns to welcome the coming Christ.


December 15 – Third Sunday of Advent
Remember that we, too, are part of God’s creative handiwork. It is not only the birds that make beautiful music, nor the lions that roar with might. The shouts and songs of the prophets come forth from within our throats, minds, and lungs. The rituals of John’s baptism, and our baptisms, require humanity as one of the earthly elements. All too often, we consider theology and ecology in relationship outside of the human experience. This week, consider intentionally utilizing musical selections like “Wade in the water” (ELW 459) to remind people present that they, too, are manifestations of creation that exist within God’s grand landscape. You may also consider incorporating a thanksgiving for baptism that names local waterways where people work and play.


December 22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent
Today’s lectionary lens focuses on pregnancy, a supremely embodied experience. Elizabeth and Mary, both pregnant, share in the physicality of motherhood. Even in the womb, John jumps at his cousin’s presence. Expanding on the theme of pregnancy, Micah foretells of the labor required to bring forth the Messiah and the great age of peace that is God’s reign. While Psalm 80 reminds us of human suffering based in hunger, weeping, and contempt, Mary’s song presents the coming age in sharp contrast. Because of this pregnancy, the oppressors will no longer eat at the expense of the oppressed, and the powerful will no longer show them contempt.


December 24 – Nativity of Our Lord / Christmas Eve
One way to emphasize the importance of Christmas is to highlight how this night’s texts carry over images from previous weeks. The theme of breaking forth in song (Advent 3) appears again in tonight’s psalm. Isaiah declares a reshaped power structure, just as Mary’s Magnificat did (Advent 4). Perhaps because of straightened paths (Advent 1 and 2), now shepherds and angels alike arrive to herald the coming Christ. This synergy of natural and divine points out the oddity that the world is caught up in the power of politics and obsession with economics. Augustus, a new emperor on the scene, attempts to enforce orderly citizenship and ensure tax revenue, all while peasants, animals, and angels alike gather to revere this most holy of children.


December 25 – Nativity of Our Lord / Christmas Day
At times, the natural images at play in scripture can become hurdles to proclamation of the gospel. For instance, if predominantly white churches only speak of light as good and dark as bad, that can reinforce implicit and explicit racism. Similarly, metaphors of sight can exclude blind people from how God’s story is told. This does not mean we should ignore scriptural imagery or cast it out entirely; rather it means God entrusts to us the skill to communicate the good news of great joy in ways that ensure belonging for all people. Furthermore, to connect with creation requires us to know the power and the limits of the metaphors at play, as well as to pay attention to how the whole earth participates in the good news.


December 29 – First Sunday of Christmas
Not only are this week’s readings chock full of natural images, but these words are often complementary, even juxtaposed. Some are obvious, like the psalm’s domesticated and wild animals, fire and freezing rain, creatures that fly and fauna that crawl. Others are more subtle. While we often remember Jesus and Samuel as adult teachers, leaders, and authorities, these scriptures show us that, even in their youth, God was present with, in, and through them. Such is the good news of Emmanuel: God is present in it all. In the monsters and the deep, in the cattle and things that creep, in the grown-ups who travel and the babes who grow, God is with us.
