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Basic Themes
1. Touching the wounded body of Jesus vs. touching the wounded Body of Christ/Creation
2. Division vs. unity
3. Saved survivors vs. transformed pioneers

Collateral Scriptures
1. Deut. 6:4-7: “Shema”: “Hear O Israel: The Lord is God, the Lord is one (echad).  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and all your soul, and all your might.  And these words that I command you today shall be in your heart.”
2. James 2:19: the concept of “believing”: “You believe that God is one: good!  Even the demons believe – and shudder.”
3. John 11:14-16: “Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe.  But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’”
4. John 14:4-7: “And you know the way to the place where I am going.  Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going.  How can we know the way?’  Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.’”
5. Acts 1:12-14: Apostles together after ascension: “Then returned they unto Jerusalem…. they (including Thomas) went into an upper room …. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication….”


Commentary

1. Rumi, 13th Century Persian poet: “You are not a drop in the ocean; you are the entire ocean in one drop.”
2. “Santa Clause”, and “Santa Clause 2”, contemporary movies: “Seeing isn’t believing; believing is seeing.”
3. Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis, “Echad, Rosh Hashana 1997”. “If I had to pick one word that would sum up the thrust and yearning of Jewish faith, it would be “echad…. To recognize God as Echad is to believe that everything and everyone is connected, that we are, all of us, cosmically connected.  To believe in ‘echad’ is to know that nothing is isolated…. ‘Echad’ is another way of seeing…. With the vision of echad we see the intertwining, the deep interdependence of all things.  And God is the connective tissue of the life of the world.  Echad is the goal, the way to discover the unity behind the diversity, the oneness behind my fragmented self.”
4. Ilia Delio, Franciscan sister, theologian and scientist: “Church and New Creation,” 2020.  “The word church is related to two Greek words, ekklesia and kyriakon…. Ecclesia is a body of people called out for some particular purpose… kyriakon meaning ‘belonging to the Lord.’
     We do not go to church to be rescued from a fallen world; we go to church to become transformers of the world because we believe in a new community of life, where God is the loving vital center of activity…. We go to church because we are part of a larger whole.
     Teilhard de Chardin spoke of the Church as a new phylum, giving birth to a new type of person in evolution, the christic, who could spearhead the new creation.  His idea of the Church as a new growth in evolution reflects the fact that, if we want a new world, we must become a new people.” 
5. Herbert Thurston, “Catholic Encyclopedia”: Early Church traditions and legends concerning missionary activities of the Apostles including Thomas.  

 Questions

1. Who is this Apostle Thomas, and what does he have to do with EcoFaith?
2. Where was Thomas during the first week after the Resurrection?
3. What happened to Thomas after the Church began to grow?
4. What is the Church, the Body of Christ?  How much of Creation is included in it? What is not the church?
5. What is our role after we say “my Lord and my God;” the role as followers of the Way experiencing transformation, individually and collectively, in bringing about the New Jerusalem?
6. What does it mean to touch the wounded Body?
7. From an unauthorized road sign on a North Dakota reservation: “Our elders taught us that the earth is our mother; would you do this to your mother?”
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