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Our planet has a fever, and this climate crisis is a kairos moment. 
Just as Martin Luther’s career reflected “a dynamic of protest and reform matched to a keen sense of kairos,” 
all Christians are called to face the climate crisis in a similar way.

  Citation on Luther, Larry Rasmussen, “Where are the Lutherans”, Currents in Theology and Mission, April 2010

ELCA Social Message on the Climate Crisis, April 20,2023



Dear companions in care for the whole Creation,
The signs are all around us.  From the disastrous floods early summer and the hottest summer and early Fall on record in Minnesota and globally, to the devastation of Hurricane Helene for our neighbors in the United States’ Southeast ~ and so much more ~ we can see that this is a Kairos moment, a decisive turning point, for the Church of Jesus Christ to respond to the climate and biodiversity crisis with faith active in love.  
At our 2023 Northeastern Minnesota Synod’s assembly, we resolved to respond to “this Kairos moment of the climate crisis as a synod and as congregations”. We committed to “Promoting creation care through preaching and through worship and educational resources”, “Reducing greenhouse gas emissions through investing in energy efficiency and renewable energy systems”, “Assessing how church grounds can be used to promote biodiversity and to encourage life-giving relationships with creation”, and “Engaging in legislative advocacy at all levels of government for creation’s wellbeing”.
Together as a synod, as congregations, camps, and WELCA, we ARE responding to this Kairos moment! We have become a Pollinator Synod, and 49 congregations have become or are on the way to becoming Pollinator Sanctuaries, growing a web of healthy habitat for these endangered species across northeastern Minnesota. We continue to host the annual EcoFaith Summit, which this year featured Larry Rasmussen and drew 300 people in person and on-line for Cross Currents in the Flood: Building Arcs Together for a Livable Planet. We are building relationships through the EcoFaith Summit with ELCA camps and colleges, with seminaries and neighboring synods, to address this critical moment with us. We continue to read, share, and contribute stories to the monthly Green Blades Rising Newsletter. Congregations are applying for EcoFaith microgrants to grow their earth stewardship.  Synod and WELCA events are highlighting EcoFaith action. We have a budding relationship with our synod’s LYO. For the first time, we have an LYO liaison with EcoFaith, and expect to have LYO participation in the 2025 EcoFaith Summit! 

Thank you for your partnership in all that is germinating in our synod for the care of creation! And thank you to this year’s twenty-two EcoFaith Network Partner Congregations, who, along with individual Donors and the synod’s budgeted commitment to the EcoFaith Network, make all this possible. 
We invite you to join with your sibling congregations as a 2025 EcoFaith Network Congregation Partner by praying for the Creation and those who work to repair it, sharing with us your creation care story and making a financial contribution of any amount. Your Partner contribution helps fund EcoFaith micro-grants, the EcoFaith Summit, the Green Blades Rising Newsletter, the ecofaithnetwork.org website, and the stipend for the EcoFaith Network Communication Coordinator.
We cannot do this work alone. Thank God we do not need to do it alone.  Let us turn to one another in Christ for the sake of the whole Creation!  Please join your sibling congregations in the Northeastern Minnesota Synod by becoming a 2025 EcoFaith Partner Congregation!  
In Christ, Green Blades Rising +


David Carlson and Kristin Foster
On behalf of the NE MN Synod EcoFaith Network Leadership
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