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February 2 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
When God called and commissioned Jeremiah to be a prophet to God’s people, Jeremiah initially balked because he thought he was too young. Yet God assured him of God’s own presence accompanying him as he spoke truth to power and brought a hard but necessary corrective word to his people. Today, young climate activists in the church are doing prophetic work. They need their elders to join them in calling for urgent action to protect vulnerable communities, ecosystems, and species. This generation of young prophets stands in a long line of courage stretching back to Timothy, Mary, Samuel, Jeremiah, and all the young people of faith who have answered God’s call.


February 2 – Presentation of Our Lord
The story of the elders in the temple encountering the promise of the child named Jesus reminds us of the importance of connecting people of different generations in our work of proclaiming the gospel in a climate-changed world. Children born today will never know the climate-stable earth that their grandparents grew up in decades ago. As the psalmist sees the altars of God not just in human-made temples but within creation itself, so we see ourselves worshiping within the cathedral of creation and doing all we can to protect it for the generations born today and in decades to come.


February 9 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
In The Green Good News: Christ’s Path to Sustainable and Joyful Life (Cascade Books, 2019), T. Wilson Dickinson sees the story of Jesus calling the fishers as part of a movement to transform the food economy. He notes that fishermen, as part of a labor system, were “squeezed on both sides of their fishing trips, as they funneled their catch to the elite both in the form of paying an imperial official for the right to fish in the emperor’s lake and on the back end as they had to pay a toll on their catch” (pp. 54–55). The fact that Jesus reached out specifically to these marginalized and oppressed laborers tells us something important about his work to disrupt the extractive economic system of his time—and ours.


February 16 – Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
The image of a tree firmly rooted in healthy soil, drawing up clean water and providing shelter and shade, is a powerful metaphor for faith planted in God’s grace and justice. Both Jeremiah 17:8 and Psalm 1:3 convey the stability and longevity that come with following the ethical commands of God for living in community. This would be a good Sunday to raise up the importance of protecting trees and forests not just because of their aesthetic and ecological value, but because they model for us what it means to be rooted in God. There are blessings when we follow God’s commands, but devastating consequences when we choose wealth and self-satisfaction over the common good of all.


February 23 – Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
We might think Jesus’ teaching in Luke 6:27-38 to be merely exhortation toward personal morality and individual alignment with God’s purposes, but we must recall the larger economic backdrop against which this teaching took place. Jesus was talking to agrarian peasants who were forced to give a significant percentage of their harvest to the wealthy religious elite and the Roman imperial rulers. His instruction was also about disrupting the predatory practices of their overlords with an economy of sharing and equity that reestablished bonds of trust and mutual support. What might it look like today if the church worked toward transforming local communities through alternative economies comparably built on mutual trust and support?



