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Special Session/Final Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Results


Special Session: 

Negotiations on the 13 spending bills continued through all three weeks of the June portion of special session. Hideously long “debates” dominated in the House as a handful of House minority members filibustered several bills in supposed protest over a new Clean Car Rule from the Walz administration. Although all budget bills were passed, the legislature came within hours of not finishing before the new fiscal year began on July 1. The special session finally ended when the senate adjourned on July 7. 

Commissioner Laura Bishop of the MPCA resigned on July 6 after learning that the senate planned to vote July 7 to dismiss her in anticipation of, and retaliation for, the Governor’s Clean Car Standard. For the same reason, the senate delayed confirmation votes on the appointments of Department of Natural Resources Commissioner Sarah Strommen and Board of Animal Health President Dean Compart. Dismissing commissioners and delaying confirmations has become a favorite way for senate leaders to punish and disagree with the governor when they can’t achieve their goals through the legislative process.

Clean Energy: 

The Commerce/Energy bill included the longest “debate” (25ish hours?). It passed:  70-60 (House) & 60-5 (Senate). The bill did not include anything related to the Clean Car Rule. In fact, the final negotiated bill had even stripped all transportation related issues, despite bipartisan support across both chambers for some smaller projects like funds schools could use to buy electric school buses, some funding to start creating electric car charging infrastructure across the state, and other small projects. Yet it was original reason stated for the filibuster. 

Many of the amendments proposed by a House Minority handful of members during the extended debate showed a lack of knowledge about many key aspects of clean renewable energy, much misinformation about related economic issues and job opportunities, and severe misunderstandings about causes and impacts of climate change, including denial that many weather extremes & disasters are part of the climate crisis. Significant education is needed in many districts, both of the public and the legislators.

Included: agriculture weather study (changes impacting farmers); solar for schools/community colleges; pilot project covering old landfills (brownfields) with solar farms (brightfields); North Minneapolis training center (renewable energy jobs); Energy Transition Office. (Separate ECO bill for energy efficiency passed during regular session).

· Defeated: Coal power protection, natural gas usage decrease prevention; reduction of current renewable energy requirements (although we’ve already surpassed those levels).

· Not Included: bold comprehensive solutions to address the scope of the climate crisis; resilience/adaptation tools; small bipartisan transportation related projects.

· We rejoice in what passed even if not the transformational legislation needed, breathe easier knowing we helped defeat roll-backs, and recognize that we have an important role addressing fears about clean energy (& climate change denial). 

Clean Car Rule

On July 26, Gov. Walz presented the final version of the new Clean Care Standard. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) emphasizes that the new rules 
1) will help to address climate change since the largest source of emissions in Minnesota contributing to the climate crisis are in transportation; 
2) offers more choice allowing Minnesotans to save money in the long run, and doesn’t force people to give up their current car or choose a car that doesn’t fit their needs; and 
3) will lead to healthier air, particularly important for people with asthma, or lung health issues.

Articles or reports with more information:
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Clean Car Rule (Simple explanation of rule)
KARE 11 News (News coverage)
Duluth News Tribune (News coverage)
Conservation Minnesota (Simple explanation of content and process)
MPCA Clean Car Rulemaking Process (Complex parts of process and accompanying documents)
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