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June 5 – Day of Pentecost
When God sends forth God’s Spirit, all living things are created and the earth itself is renewed. The Day of Pentecost invites us to consider what it means to be filled with the Spirit, the very breath of God, and how we can be co-renewers of creation. Organizations such as Greenfaith, Interfaith Power & Light, Blessed Tomorrow, and the Poor People’s Campaign give us models of people coming together from diverse religious, racial/ethnic, cultural, and socioeconomic backgrounds to empower the work of environmental justice. When faith traditions speak with a united voice for climate advocacy—while still honoring each other’s uniqueness—this is a Pentecost-inspired movement. As hip-hop activist Rev. Lennox Yearwood has said, “Our people and our gifts were put here at this time for this movement. As overwhelming as the climate crisis may be, we can do this if we all come together.”


June 12 – Holy Trinity
In David R. Weiss’s children’s book When God Was a Little Girl (Chicago: ACTA Publications, 2015), a father tells his daughter, “When God was a little girl, she liked art projects . . . which is a good thing, because that’s how the world came to be.” He describes the joy and creativity of God imaged as a vivacious girl lovingly creating the universe. One of the best, most effective things we can do for environmental advocacy is to teach children to love God’s creation and to be creative themselves. Today’s readings in Proverbs 8 and Psalm 8 depict God and Wisdom playfully creating and crafting the stuff of the universe and the earth, as if the cosmos is a giant sandbox to let holy imagination roam free. Holy Trinity Sunday invites us to be expansive in our language and imagery of God as a way to embrace the blessed diversity of all creation.


June 19 – Second Sunday after Pentecost / Lectionary 12
Pigs get a bad rap. Characterized as dirty creatures, swine are maligned as being uncouth, greedy, and destructive. The Hebrew people considered them unclean creatures, as evidenced by our readings in Isaiah and Luke. Yet it’s worth considering how the mischaracterization of pigs has led to immense suffering for these animals. Highly intelligent, pigs care for their young, bond with each other, and suffer pain when mistreated. Yet the pork industry cages pigs in deplorable conditions, separates mothers from their babies, and slaughters them under often horrendous conditions in meat-packing plants. Preachers may want to consider how their sermon for these texts can sidestep the temptation to denigrate pigs. We can focus on the freedom that comes through Christ without inadvertently perpetuating harmful myths about pigs, not to mention how people are animalized when described as these mammals.



June 26 – Third Sunday after Pentecost / Lectionary 13
Jesus’ words in today’s gospel from Luke use images from nature to illustrate his teachings. “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head,” he says (9:58) to warn potential disciples of the hardships they will face if they choose to follow him. As we watch human activity destroy natural habitats around the planet, we note the sad irony that it is increasingly difficult for even foxes and birds to find and build their dens and nests. Deforestation, pollution, climate change, and “development” of land for human purposes put strain on animal populations and threaten the existence of some species. Yet, more and more Christian biologists, naturalists, and ecologists are connecting their faith with their work. For them, following Jesus means protecting and advocating for God’s creatures and their habitats.


