Update from Lutheran Advocacy – Minnesota
(Tammy Walhof)

Lutheran Delegations at COP26: 
The International UN Climate Change Conference, COP 26, will occur in Glasgow, Scotland from Oct. 21-Nov.12. Gathered for the events and negotiations will be leaders from ____ governments, as well as many nonprofit and faith-based organizations from around the world. Both Lutheran World Federation and the ELCA will have delegations at the meetings. The ELCA delegation includes ELCA Advocacy’s Program Director of Environmental and Corporate Social Responsibility, a couple of State Public Policy Directors, some synod level representatives, a few college/seminary students, and the Desk Director for American Indian & Alaska Native Tribal Nations at the ELCA (a member of the Cherokee Tribe).
Follow our ELCA participants with #ELCAatCOP26 and @ELCAadvocacy. Lutheran Advocacy-MN will try to keep up on Twitter and Facebook, also, with posts, retweets, and more (@LuthAdvocacyMN and https://www.facebook.com/luthadvocacymn).
We also invite you to participate in a Webinar with our ELCA COP26 participants on Tuesday, Dec. 7, at Noon (Central Time).

Climate and Clean Energy in the Federal Reconciliation Bill:
Reconciliation is a process that attempts to speed up consideration of spending, taxes, and/or the debt ceiling, while circumventing the possibility of a Senate filibuster (requiring 60 of 100 votes, rather than a simple majority). The reconciliation process was set up in legislation in 1974, was first used in 1980, and has been used 21 times by one party or the other (Examples: deficit reduction packages in the 1980s & early 1990s, 1996 Welfare Reform, 2001 & 2003 tax cut packages, 2009 Affordable Care Act, 2017 tax cuts. It was also used in an attempt to dismantle the Affordable Care Act in 2017, but failed).
Much of the current reconciliation bill includes the various appropriations bills considered by the committees, but also includes new programs, or expansions/changes of existing programs. The majority of the bill is not new, as some reporting might lead people to believe, though the proposed changes could be significant changes in direction.
Some new (or reinstated) aspects are meant to address the climate crisis and expand clean energy programs. The Clean Energy Performance Program (CEPP) was created to incentivize energy providers to generate more clean energy and penalize providers that miss basic targets. CEPP is one of two major clean energy/climate emission reduction programs that will likely be dropped from the bill due to opposition by Sen. Manchin of West Virginia (along with major changes to many other types of programs ranging from food programs to Medicaid to housing and more). Ironically, while giving the impression of being stuck in negotiations for weeks, the bill and negotiations shift almost hourly (making it difficult to track).
Sen. Tina Smith has been very engaged in creating various parts of the clean energy and emission reduction programs. In a recent conversation, her staff told me that there are still many emission reduction aspects in the legislation, and that if the overall bill passes, even without CEPP, there will still be significant changes leading major reductions in harmful emissions.
