EcoFaith Network Leadership Retreat
August 14 – 16, 2022
Camp Onomia

A chorus of baby owls in the rafters of a gazebo greeted us on Sunday afternoon, August 14, as we gathered at the beautiful Camp Onomia for the annual EcoFaith Leadership Retreat. 

The EcoFaith Network Leadership Team of NE MN Synod (formerly the Synod Creation Care Team) has met in annual retreats since 2010.  Since last summer it has become a shared leadership event with partners from St. Paul Area Synod Care of Creation Work Group.  This year participants also came from the EcoFaith Network of the Minneapolis Area Synod, the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, Southwestern Minnesota Synod, and  the Northwestern Wisconsin Synod.  

Together, 26 people and one dog from these six upper Midwest synods worshiped, nurtured relationships, celebrated current work, learned from each other, and began discerning the future that is germinating from what is growing now in each of our synods and among us together.  We came to a keen appreciation that relationships, especially in one-to-one conversation, are at the heart of everything we do in a faith-based  response to the needs of the creation.  

Worshiping under the stars on the second night of the retreat, we danced the prayer, Shalom, my friends, which became in that place a prayer for all creatures and all elements of this wondrously woven creation.  
Immediately following the retreat, a large group visited nearby Fjordhaven, and learned from Sue Lyback and Doug  Jacobson their extraordinary story of saving and stewarding that holy place of nature and spirit.  
It was a joyous and fruitful event! So much is germinating.  And we are the pollinators.

Pastor Kristin Foster
EcoFaith Network  NE MN Synod Co-Chair

THANK YOU to all the people who contributed to a fruitful retreat, and to the wonderful hospitality of Camp Onomia.  


