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Green Blades Preaching Roundtable
Sundays in July –– Year B ––2024
The Rev. Melinda Quivik, PhD –– Saint Paul, Minnesota
The Sundays in July Year B deal with the interaction of human beings, Earth’s bounty, and Jesus’ healing and miraculous-seeming actions. Each Sunday is a testament to God’s love for life here on Earth, God’s desire for our wholeness and healing, and depiction of the tough situations in which we find ourselves year after year. The readings remind us that we inhabit a finite planet that was visited by God’s Son to show us more and more excellent ways to live. 
July 7 –– Mark 6:1-13    Ezekiel 2:1–5    Psalm 123    2 Corinthians 12:2–10
People do not trust Jesus’ power. After all, he was the son of an ordinary carpenter. Knowing rejection, he taught the helpers he enlisted to spread the news not to be deflated by being rebuffed but to slough it off and move to the next place where they could bring the good news. 

The prophet Ezekiel is in a similarly difficult situation, because the Lord sent him to speak a hard word. He is a model for those of us who see a need for changes in our world, knowing they will be resented or ignored. Ezekiel explains that the Lord sent a “spirit… and set me on my feet.” Ezekiel is to speak to an “impudent and stubborn” people. Does this not describe our own people today––we who drag our feet on dealing with climate change?


God sends word through the Son and the prophetic voices that, as Paul says, “power is made perfect in weakness.” This tells us that when we cannot find the words or the appropriate strategy or the funds or energy for what the spirit calls us to do, we are in just the right place to advocate for the voiceless––for the air, water, birds, plants, and other fellow creatures.

In short, the Lord sends prophets and healers to stand with the ones in need. The Lord sends the church, with all its weaknesses, hesitancies, inabilities, and fears, to address the needs of Earth because we have been endowed with the Spirit of truth. 
HYMN: “Holy God, Holy and Glorious”  ELW  #637
July 14 –– Mark 6:14-29    Amos 7:7–15     Psalm 85:8–13     Ephesians 1:3–14
King Herod stands for all of us who find ourselves torn by conflicting allegiances. None of us escapes that problem. Herod promises his daughter whatever she wants. Obeying her mother’s suggestions, she wants John the Baptist killed. Although in secret Herod has been intrigued by John the Baptist, he chooses to have John killed to keep the peace at home and is, then, “deeply grieved.” So are we when we have no good choices. Regarding Earth care, we are enmeshed in an economy that denigrates Earth. No choices we might make are without potential, unforeseeable negative repercussions. 
And we are not off the hook because Amos stands before us with that plumb line. If we consider it a tool used by carpenters and bricklayers, it sets the bar for what ought to be built. It makes a strong, straight line. Other translations render the word for “plumb line” to be about a metal like tin which is strengthened by being beaten. Tin is pliable; Amos sees the people of Israel as pliable. A plumb line of metal set in the midst of this weak people demonstrates the Lord’s intent to strengthen them through hardship just as tin is made stronger by being repeatedly hammered. Amos prophesies ruin for Israel because of the people’s failure to care for the needs of others in their selfishness. The priest of Bethel wants Amos to go away, taking his prophecies elsewhere.  
We fail to care for the needs of Earth even when we are confronted with the real-world effects of human greed. Yet, we stand in the promise from God that we have been given insight into God’s will for unity in all of creation. The vision is before our eyes. Amaziah and Herod are pawns for others’ purposes, while in the face of opposition, Amos and John the Baptist follow the call of the Lord. Because the church has inherited the witness from the Holy Spirit through these two prophetic voices, we are given responsibilities to the truth that may set our own words against us. 
HYMN: “Hope of the World” ACS #1085
July 21 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56     Jeremiah 23:1–6     Psalm 23     Ephesians 2:11–22
Here is an image of what our world faces today and increasingly so in the future: Human beings with enormous needs for adequate care, clean air and water, nourishing food, and generally healing of all kinds. The crowd clambers for Jesus just as if they were migrants fleeing violence and autocratic power mongers who make their lives miserable. We witness increasing numbers of climate refugees whose land no longer sustains them. We may ask ourselves what it is in Jesus that heals the situation. Could it be that his great openness to reality is the answer to our relationship with Earth?


Jeremiah speaks God’s “Woe!” to the shepherds who do harm to God’s people. The remedy is God’s gift of shepherds who will truly protect and defend the flock. God will raise up righteousness to bring safety. We can surely look to those who stand for finding ways to live responsibly on Earth as voices sent by God. 


The promise in Ephesians of being gathered by Jesus’ blood is a significant image through which to overcome the current polarization we experience around every difficult issue in the society and in the church. Because Jesus gathers everyone, we stand together in a vision of living in God’s dwelling place. Ephesians is a heady epistle of abstractions, but there is nothing distant and vague about reconciliation and breaking down walls. When together we face the reality of Earth’s needs, divisions can crumble into answers to real problems. It is the Good Shepherd who breaks through walls and gives us the spirit to see each other as partners on the journey of healing.
HYMN:  “Shepherd Me, O God”   ELW #780
July 28  John 6:1-21     2 Kings 4:42–44     Psalm 145:10–18     Ephesians 3:14–21
What is a miracle? We call the feeding of the 5,000 a miracle because so few fish and so little bread was enough. The same feeding story we find in John 6 is the substance of 2 Kings 4. We have no answers for how this could be. . . except that we see the same miracles occurring in our world even today all the time. Where? 
As strange and unbelievable as is seeing the multiplication of foods and a man walking on water toward a boat, we are witnesses to many individuals today who teach about the wonder and beauty of sea creatures and trees, who plant crops in regenerative ways, who inspire by their clarity of principle, who expend personal funds to gather solar power, and who make laws that change the fate of Earth and the course of history. These, too, are miracles. 
What is it that causes people to undertake shifts in the status quo that result in miraculous goodness? As Ephesians puts it, “you are being rooted and grounded in love… that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth” of the love “that surpasses knowledge.” The Spirit so fills the everyday miracle workers among us with love that their discernment of the right path becomes an obvious course of action. 

We are all called by the God who gives us our food in due season to respond with gratitude and joy, not resenting the need for us to make changes in how we live, but rejoicing in the vision it generates. There is food enough and what seems as insubstantial as water offers plenty of stability. 

HYMN: “O God, Who Gives Us Life”  ACS #1086
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