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March 2 – Transfiguration of Our Lord
In Cláudio Carvalhaes’s edited volume Liturgies from Below: Praying with People at the End of the World (Abingdon Press, 2020), we find prayers collaboratively written in locations of poverty, violence, oppression, and environmental devastation. One prayer for Transfiguration focuses on the need for God to transform the systems that have stolen from Indigenous and oppressed peoples. It begins: “We come before you to reclaim and repossess our land, resources, minerals, our culture, and dignity. We pray for the cleansing of our atmosphere and rivers and the reunion of our disintegrated families” (p. 281). Consider using this prayer as a litany or in the prayers of intercession. This is one way to bring prayers from marginalized communities directly into worship locations where they might not otherwise be given voice.


March 5 – Ash Wednesday
In the beginning, God scooped up earth and breathed life into it—the beginning of human life. At the end of human life, we return to the earth. In this way Ash Wednesday gives symmetry to our lives. This symmetry affirms that our connection to the earth is intimate beyond words—we are not only connected to the earth but made of it. On this day of repentance, the ashes on our foreheads are a physical and visual reminder of this intimate connection. Using imagery from the Hebrew Scriptures (especially Isa. 58:11-12), the leader of the congregation can highlight how our repentance is not merely to restore our relationship with God and humanity—but also with all nonhuman creation.


March 9 – First Sunday in Lent
When you hear the word wilderness, what emerges? The Greek word in the gospel is eremos and can also be translated as “desert” or “desolate.” Though we don’t use the word desolate here, we often associate Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness with spiritual desolation. And yet, deserts—supposedly desolate places—are full of life! Deserts house complex ecosystems and are often home to endangered species, such as the piñon jaybird in the American West. Though Luke wrote little about Jesus’ time in the Negev, perhaps he took notice of the overlooked life that flourishes in those “desolate” places. As we imagine ourselves in a Lenten desert, we can also learn from earthly deserts that life can flourish even in desolation.


March 16 – Second Sunday in Lent
God’s promise that Abram’s descendants would be as numerous as the stars in heaven is rightly mind-boggling for a person of his age with no children to be his heirs. This illustration’s familiarity means that stargazers may look into a dark night sky, see the abundance of stars, and, like Abram, ponder the magnitude of this promise. Lent marks the lengthening of days in the Northern Hemisphere and the return of light after the darker winter season. But as daylight increases, there are fewer hours of darkness to stargaze, and light pollution from our many modern sources of artificial light restricts this further. When the James Webb Space Telescope launched, its orbit was designed to limit Earth’s light interference. When its first images were released by NASA, humans around the world were dazzled by pictures of a vast universe filled with countless unique stars beyond our imagination, allowing us to more deeply explore the wonders of God’s creation and the expansiveness of God’s promises. As we approach the spring equinox and the paschal dawn, consider incorporating a thanksgiving for the beauty of darkness whether in your Sunday assembly or a midweek Lenten worship.


March 23 – Third Sunday in Lent
Despite the frustration of the landowner in today’s parable, trees don’t necessarily produce fruit every year, especially in stressful conditions. Instead of learning about or caring for his tree, the landowner assumes it is faulty—a “waste of soil.” It is curious that many interpreters assume that the landowner in this parable is God, given he demands the fig tree produce or perish. Instead, the landowner’s frustration sounds all too human; when something doesn’t bend to our will, we call it a waste—but God does not. Christ has never called us a waste of soil—or a waste of grace. Indeed it is Jesus, who is associated with the gardener, who cares for us and feeds us so we might be fruitful anew.


March 30 – Fourth Sunday in Lent
Paul’s vision of salvation is expansive. Paul tells us that “in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself” (2 Cor. 5:19). Here, “world” is not the word for humanity or earth—but the word cosmos. The salvation given to us in Christ is not merely for humanity, but for all creation. Airways, waterways, animals, plants, and even far-off galaxies are made new in the resurrection. Paul tells us, as Christ-followers, to regard nothing from a human point of view, but to see all creation through the lens of reconciliation in Christ. How might we treat nonhuman creation differently if we regard it with the love of Jesus? How might our lives change if we lived as if the resurrection was for the land too?
