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July 4 – Lectionary 14/ Pentecost 6 
Jesus sent the disciples out without supplies or money, which meant they had to rely on others whom they met on their journeys. Jesus is demonstrating the need for interdependence for survival. A diversity of animal and plant species benefits all of creation. Indeed, biodiversity is essential to life. Plants and other forms of flora provide crops such as cotton for clothing and rubber for gloves. More than half of all medical prescriptions come from wild species. More than three-quarters of the world’s food crops rely, at least in part, on the activities of bees, wasps, butterflies, and other pollinators, according to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (www.fao.org/pollination/en/). We need this interdependence for survival. What is the health status of pollinators in your area? How could your congregation support their flourishing?

July 11 – Lectionary 15/ Pentecost 7
A plumb line measures the straightness of a wall. A wall that is not straight may eventually collapse. We are sealed with the Holy Spirit, but being human and imperfect, we falter. We need Jesus to keep us upright. Regular infusions of God’s grace through worship, prayer, and study renew our proper place in relation to God, ourselves, other people, and the rest of creation. Holding worship services in natural settings outside of the physical church walls can renew us in different ways. We can join the psalmist’s call for all creation to praise the Lord’s name (Psalm 148). We can trust that “faithfulness shall spring up from the earth.” (Psalm 85:11) What is your ideal situation for worshiping in nature? How does it renew you and your community?

July 18 – Lectionary 16/ Pentecost 8 
Shinrin-yoku is a Japanese phrase that means taking in the forest atmosphere or “forest bathing.” The New York Department of Environmental Conservation states that exposure to trees and forests improves mood, increases ability to focus, increases energy level, and improves sleep (www.dec.ny.gov/61.html). No wonder we find Jesus taking his apostles to “a deserted place” to rest. Doing God’s work is important, but to be effective we must take time to replenish. God provides so many natural places that offer refreshment for mind, body, and spirit. What favorite parks or woodland areas do you visit to experience renewal and peace? When you last visited your favorite spot, what did you find there? What sounds did you hear?

July 25 – Lectionary 17/ Pentecost 9 
Today’s passages are filled with images of the magnificence of God, from the feeding of the five thousand men, plus women and children, to all humanity living in unity. God unites all believers, creating a family that is “rooted and grounded in love” (Ephesians 3:17). We recognize our place in the world as not superior to, but united with, the rest of creation. How does understanding our connection with all living things shape how we care for creation? As the loaves were shared with plenty left over, can we fully trust God’s abundance for all kinds of life, and live as interlinked and interdependent beings?

August 1 – Lectionary 18/ Pentecost 10 
Jesus wanted the multitude of people to understand that their perceived physical need was not sustainable. Life is sustained in Christ alone. Yet Paul’s letter to the Ephesians describes the diverse gifts of Christ’s body that are joined together with Christ as the head. We are united and fed by Christ, but we don’t all have the same talents and abilities. There is strength when our unique gifts enrich and support the other. We can depend upon another’s strength when we lack that particular gift. How can this metaphor be likened to the community of an ecosystem, each part working properly to provide critical services for life’s existence? How can the different gifts of those in your community play a role in caring for ecosystems both local and global?

August 8 – Lectionary 19/ Pentecost 11
Jesus speaks metaphorically of people eating his flesh. He promises that he is the living bread offering eternal life for those who believe. Christ took on the form of humanity, giving his flesh for the life of the world. As ones baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, we believe that such death renews us for life. Yet this life is more than a restoration of what was lost. As Paul wrote, “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). How do we affirm this new creation, trusting that Christ is present and active in, with, and under all things? Caring for the earth is not an unrelated cause but is deeply rooted in our reformation theology. (See the ELCA social statement Caring for Creation. Additional resources can be found at www.elca.org/Resources/Advocacy#Environment.)

August 15 – Lectionary 20/ Pentecost 12
Christ used the metaphors of eating his flesh and drinking his blood to emphasize that his followers must take on his life. Paul recalled the bread and wine Jesus shared with his disciples before his death, and spoke to members of the young Christian church about the Eucharist (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). In this sacrament, we believe that Christ’s healing presence is manifested in the natural elements of the meal, the bread and wine. The elements are unchanged, but they convey Christ to us and exemplify God’s presence in all things. Martin Luther wrote: “God is substantially present everywhere, in and through all creatures, in all parts and places, so that the world is full of God and He fills all” (LW 37:59). How does receiving these earthly elements with all your senses connect you not only to God and the Christian community but also to creation “in all parts and places”?

August 22 – Lectionary 21/ Pentecost 13
As many people became disillusioned with Jesus’ words and teachings, Peter understood that we can rely only on the Lord, and no other. For all things are held together by Christ (Colossians 1:17). From the blades of grass to the sweet melodies of the birds to humankind: all are sustained by him. Humanity holds no special preeminence. We care for all of creation, understanding that we are not apart from but an integral part of it. That care calls us to advocate assertively for justice and equity for all, including a profound love for all of creation. In Ephesians 6:18 Paul calls us to persevere in prayer at all times. How do we pray for creation in our worship? How does this connect to persevering through action? In what ways can your congregation advocate for protection of and access to clean water, clean air, and other needs?

August 29 – Lectionary 22/ Pentecost 14
Deuteronomy 4 makes a key ecological connection sometimes overlooked: heeding God’s commandments is directly tied to the nation of Israel having a right relationship with the land as well as with each other. There is a theological assertion at work here, that God’s requirement of ethical relationships has ramifications for thriving within the human community and the earth community. Both Jesus’ and James’s instructions on restraining impulses that lead to violence also have implications for the land. Especially when noting how the extremes of anger and wickedness (namely war and armed conflict) devastate the land, we must heed the instructions regarding selfrestraint on both individual and national levels. Jesus is especially harsh in his critique of those who claim religious purity yet defile with their actions. Contemporary examples abound of corporate heads of polluting industries and colluding politicians lying and covering up about spills and toxic emissions. Accountability and judgment are called for.


