Green Blades Rising Preaching Roundtable
Year C, First Sunday in Advent –– November 28, 2021
Jeremiah 33:14-16

Psalm 25:1-10

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Luke 21:25-36

Sometimes scripture can be light-hearted and even funny. In this Lukan passage, Jesus demonstrates that he has a clue about gardening: when leaves start appearing on the fig tree, summer is soon to arrive. It might be a fairly banal bit of knowledge, but it demonstrates that even God acknowledges natural theology. In essence, Jesus is saying that we can discern things about eternity from the things we see around us on earth. That’s a pretty sophisticated theological conclusion to assert.

Of course, it isn’t the whole story; God’s way is far beyond what occurs in the natural world. In God’s way, a dead man was raised from the dead. (Not natural.) 

We might say that we didn’t need right now to be hearing that we need to stay alert for signs of destruction. Just right now we have already a number of reasons to fret because many of us are deep in terror over climate change. Yet, as we enter a new church year with this very Sunday’s sobering texts, we are hearing the truth of our times. We can look around us and see that summer is coming in a completely different way than we’re used to––all over the world. The signs are clear. We see “distress among nations” and “the roaring of the sea and the waves.” Those who care about creation are baffled that all these things have not caused the whole world to be up in arms at least since the film “An Inconvenient Truth” came out in 2006. 
Jeremiah, too, tells us that salvation is coming––which means we are in need! Safety is coming but it’s not here yet. (And don’t we know that.)

The Thessalonians are reassured that the Epistle writer prays for their hearts to be strengthened so that they “may be blameless” before God. The letter seems to know that the people lack faith. (And isn’t that tempting in these chaotic times.)

Because this First Sunday in Advent always sets us on edge, gives us a vision of final and ultimate disturbance, we need to ask: Why is that? Why does the wisdom of the lectionary place us in a precarious mindset right when we are entering into a time of rejoicing over the Nativity? Why are we to welcome the incarnation from a position of trepidation over the future?
I always think it’s because we can only see beauty when we are shown the truth. And right now, environmentally, politically, economically, spiritually, and relationally, we are on a precipice. Maybe this is the season, this Advent, this Christmas-Epiphany time, when the light will shine through the darkness and the people who walked where we should not have gone will take a new path. Maybe this is the year when we will hear the promise of God who will “execute justice and righteousness in the land,” as Jeremiah puts it. Maybe we will really come to believe that we can garner strength to be both courageous and kind in our daily lives because “heaven and earth will pass away” but the word of God will be forever. 

That word brings us hope in the same way that I found hope on a visit to the National Memorial for Peace and Justice (aka the Lynching Memorial) in Montgomery, Alabama. Carved into one wall, is a bold quote that contains these words: “hopelessness is the enemy of justice.” I said to myself right there that I would fight against hopelessness, I will find ways to cling to hope, because I do not want to be an enemy of justice. 

I trust that because the word of God is in my heart, God will fill the fear created in me and in all of us by the dangers of our times with hope and the energy to learn to take wise directions. Psalm 25:4 says, “Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.” That is a prayer to learn for this Advent and the coming church year. 

________________________

Hymns to consider: 
In ELW:
#771–– “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”

#252–– “Each Winter as the Year Grows Older”

In the new hymnal supplement to ELW, All Creation Sings: 
#1078–– “There is a longing in our hearts” –– a meditative song that would be nourishing on this Sunday.

#1064–– “Earth is Full of Wit and 

Wisdom”
#1071–– “In Sacred Manner”
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