Connections with Creation
September 2024
© 2024 Sundays & Seasons, reprinted with permission


September 1 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Jesus reprimands the religious leaders for elevating human tradition above divine law. God’s law, given to the Israelites, lays out a vision for a world of justice and peace—shalom—among humans and in creation too. In the Torah, both nonhuman animals and the land are given certain rights to rest and fair treatment. The life of nonhuman creation, like human life, is valued highly—more highly than social mores. In today’s service, it is worth asking the assembly: Do we value life more than we value our tradition? Do we worship God, or do we worship our dogma? When we value tradition over the well-being of all creation, what impacts do we have on human and nonhuman ecosystems?


September 8 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Today’s readings ask us to reflect on what healing and wholeness are. Is sight wholeness for every blind person? Is hearing the desire of every deaf person? For some, the answer is no. Isaiah’s images of water in the desert can help us parse the nuances of this issue. In places marred by drought, water breaking forth is wholeness and shalom; streams of water in the desert’s rainy season allow for life the whole year long. And yet, deserts are vital ecosystems teeming with life, and we ought not make deserts into marshes; part of the wholeness of creation is a diversity of creation. Likewise, part of shalom in the human community is a diversity of ability. Creation models a good human life.


September 15 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost
The theology of the cross holds that Christians can encounter Jesus wherever there is suffering. As Christians in the age of climate crisis, we must urgently begin to understand that the cross exists wherever the earth is desecrated and wherever nonhuman creation faces extinction or suffering at our hands. There is no cheap grace in this crisis. While our endless consumption of fossil fuels and other materials has allowed us to “gain the whole world” (Mark 8:36), we are also forfeiting our lives and the life of nonhuman creation. Indeed, we humans are learning that we must be willing to let our old lives die if we wish to save the life of our planet.


September 22 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost
We cannot sentimentalize children’s place in the church. Welcoming children must include seeing to their needs and hearing their voices, not simply putting them on display as cute props. In 2015, twenty-one young plaintiffs sued the US to life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness by allowing and promoting the combustion of fossil fuels (ourchildrenstrust.org/juliana-v-us). While the case was dismissed, these children make an important statement: to welcome children in Jesus’ name, we must preserve a healthy climate and ecosystem for future generations. If adults want to be the greatest followers of Christ, we must be willing to put the well-being of future generations ahead of our own, and this extends to our relationship to creation.



September 29 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost
James reminds the reader that Elijah prayed that it might not rain, and for three and a half years there was no rain on the earth. In an age of climate crisis, prayer is “powerful and effective” (James 5:16). We can pray for rain in drought and an end to storms in flooded areas, but prayer also changes us. As James suggests, it has the power to redirect our steps to live in the truth. Today, lead the assembly in prayer for creation—for rain where it’s needed, for relief for flooded places, and for the earth to yield its harvest. Though we are not Elijah, our prayers may bring us back to living in harmony with creation and may save our ecosystems from death.
