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Tuesday, September 28, 2021

We, the undersigned people of faith in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, have learned of the long undisclosed breach of an artesian aquifer and other leaks caused by Enbridge’s Line 3 construction.  We call on you to STOP all Enbridge Line 3 activity until a thorough independent review takes place across the pipeline and all damage incurred so far has been rectified.

The recent announcement that construction on the Line 3 pipeline resulted in an artesian aquifer water breach near Clearbrook, Minnesota has brought to light numerous failures on Enbridge Pipeline’s part to comply with its legal permit, as well as numerous failures in state oversight.  The aquifer, breached back in January, is currently releasing upwards of 100,000 gallons of water per day, which will deplete the aquifer and threaten groundwater-dependent ecosystems. Where the breach occurred, Enbridge had drilled an 18-foot trench, without permission or notification.  Even after the aquifer breach took place, Enbridge failed to inform the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MNDNR) for several months, also a violation of their permit.  This breach has been unacknowledged and unaddressed for eight months. 

Additional documented evidence reveals that Enbridge has had at least 35 unreported “frac-outs”, the release of drilling mud containing unreported chemicals into the Headwaters of the Clearwater and Mississippi Rivers.  Further, Enbridge has used 5 billion gallons of water, a 50-fold increase from the original permit amounts.  Remember that this permission for 50 times more water was given during the worst drought in state history.  

Conventional wisdom would clearly conclude that Enbridge cannot be trusted to comply with the terms of the legal requirements issued for pipeline construction, including timely reporting of accidents and other potentially harmful occurrences.  Yet our own MNDNR (who should have been providing surveillance all along) now trusts Enbridge to correct the aquifer breach and present evidence of visual inspection, and only where it has already been established that they deviated from planned or permitted construction trench depths. How many additional permit violations have occurred that could threaten our environment? Enbridge has broken the public trust. To continue to allow them to serve as their own watchdog is pure folly.

A halt must be called NOW. A thorough and independent review of the entire pipeline construction across the state of Minnesota MUST take place.  Until such time that a full review and any identified issues can be rectified, all construction needs to cease and no oil can be allowed to pass through the new Line 3 pipeline. 

This is the only means of holding Enbridge legally accountable and reducing the probability of further damage to our water resources and ecosystems.  We call on you to make this happen. 
 
Yours in deepest concern,

Don Schuld, Stillwater and Rev. Robert Lehner, Vadnais Heights
Chairpersons, St. Paul Area Synod Care of Creation Work Group, ELCA

Rev. David Carlson, Duluth and Rev. Kristin Foster, Cook
Chairpersons, EcoFaith Network Northeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

Other signers from the EcoFaith Network NE MN Leadership Team and the St. Paul Area Synod Care of Creation Work Group 


Johanna Bernu
9th Grade Student Leader
Fond Du Lac Reservation Cloquet, MN

Jan Bilden
Grand Rapids

Erica Bjelland
Brainerd

Joann Conroy
Maplewood

Chris Erickson
Burnsville

Dr. Bruce Garbisch
Cook

Kris Grangaard
St. Paul

Rev. John Hanson
Jesse Lake

Douglas J Jacobson MBA, MSW
Wahkon

Rev. Christina Kadelbach
Iron-Cherry

Rev. Amanda Kossow
Bemidji

Pastor Luke Lekander, M.Div.
Outing

Sue Lyback LSW
Christos Trained Spiritual Director
Synodically Authorized Minister 
NE MN Synod, ELCA
Wahkon

Diane Jacobson, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita of Old Testament, 
Luther Seminary
St. Paul

Paul Jacobson
St. Paul

Rev. Warner Luoma
Pastor, retired

David Mettler
Pine City

Mary Jo Mettler
Pine City

Harry Mueller
Minneapolis

Rev. Jessica Olson
Onamia

Laura Raedeke
Nisswa

Rev. John Sippola
Duluth

Tom Uecker
Duluth

David Warner
Retired attorney and professor of law
MacGregor

Peggy White
Grand Rapids

Laurie Windisch
Mahtomedi

Andrea Wynands, PA-S
Carlton

Pastor Seth Wynands, M. Div.
Carlton
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