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April 3 – Fifth Sunday in Lent
“The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume” (John 12:3). The sense of smell strongly connects to memories and emotions, yet we likely consider that sense least in our worship and congregational practices. Some may use incense. A church building may hold a particular musty smell. An upcoming Easter breakfast could contribute the smell of sausages cooking. For today’s worship you might involve lavish aromas such as scented anointing oils (while also being mindful of possible allergic or other reactions). Or notice smells around you this week as you stop and smell the literal or metaphorical roses. Judas complained about the anointing being a waste (John 12:5). But you may pause with fragrances to remember our abundantly creative God who is honored by the wild jackals and ostriches entirely apart from their utility to humans (Isa. 43:20).


April 10 – Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion
In the processional gospel reading, Jesus makes a stunning statement: “I tell you, if these [human followers] were silent, the stones would shout out” (Luke 19:40). A stone that opens its mouth may be the one in front of the tomb next Sunday at dawn. With the stones and all creatures, we “[wait] with eager longing” (Rom. 8:19). Besides the more typical palm branches, how might a display of stones enrich your worship this day? As your congregation gathers in worship, this is “a time to gather stones together” (Eccles. 3:5), mindful of their ancient presence in creation, their solid foundation for our feet and parades, and their own proclamation of the gospel. They join the cosmos-wide declaration from the Christ hymn: “At the name of Jesus, every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth” (Phil. 2:10).


April 14 – Maundy Thursday
If your congregation practices footwashing, you have a clear reminder of Jesus’ care for our flesh. It can feel vulnerable to reveal our stinky, bumpy feet, perhaps with imperfect toenails. As a mental pedicure, pause to consider your feet; they’re a vital part of being a follower of Jesus. Isaiah announces (and Paul quotes in Romans), “How beautiful . . . are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation” (Isa. 52:7). Conversely, when that gospel message is not received, Jesus instructs his apostles who are unwelcomed to say, “Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you” (Luke 10:11). Jesus’ love and concern for you go from the hairs of your head to the tips of your toes!





April 15 – Good Friday
John’s account of the passion doesn’t include extraordinary natural phenomena like in the synoptic gospels. There is no darkening of the sun at the crucifixion of Jesus, no earthquake or tearing of the temple’s curtain at his death. Instead John’s account gives us more ordinary natural phenomena: thirst, a final breath, blood and water from a pierced side (simply conveying a medical point), and burial. One more natural detail to observe might be the wood of the cross. It could be a rough-hewn timber you’re invited to touch or the hardened sap of a former Christmas tree that marked Jesus’ birth and now marks his death. The tree that gave its life for Jesus’ death (and probably was reused by Roman soldiers for others) was most likely a Jerusalem or Aleppo pine, among the more common and inexpensive woods in a location without many forests.


April 16 – Easter Vigil
Myriad connections to creation flow through this evening. In the Easter Proclamation we hear: “We sing the glories of this pillar of fire [the paschal candle] . . . fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants, have made for the substance of this candle” (ELW Leaders Edition, p. 647). This liturgical moment directly acknowledges other creatures as servants of God, proclaimers of resurrection gospel by their work! The bees made wax to help convey the Easter promise. Drawing on this connection to bees and honey, post-vigil sweet treats could break the Lenten fast. In early Christian practice from the second century, those who prepared for baptism for three years received their first communion on this night, including milk mixed with honey, a sign of leaving the wilderness and entering the promised land, a “land flowing with milk and honey” (Deut. 26:9).


April 17 – Easter / Resurrection of Our Lord
In contrast to Good Friday’s stripped-bare worship space and possible rough-hewn, splintery cross, Easter Day may be extravagantly decorated. To the visual richness consider adding fragrance from freshly blooming flowers such as lilies. The presence of creation and life is made apparent and abundant. For more, you might include the practice of “greening of the cross.” It can be part of Easter Day worship or its own worship service. Against the bare cross, place flowers, leaves, and green branches. These beautiful signs bear for us the cosmic implications of Jesus’ passover from death to new life. Pair the action with singing: “There in God’s garden stands the Tree of Wisdom, whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations: Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion, Tree of all beauty” (ELW 342).


April 24 – Second Sunday of Easter
The second Sunday of Easter this year may be a good time for your congregation to share their actions and activities connected to Earth Day (April 22). While cleanup projects have us look to the ground and picking up litter, readings today might also encourage us to look to the skies. The second reading says Jesus Christ “is coming with the clouds” (Rev. 1:7). Look up. What are the clouds doing today? How are they coming or going? Connecting (or disconnecting) Earth Day with Jesus’ clouds, we know that with the exacerbation of climate change, the clouds now hold more water and entire weather patterns change. The destruction that comes with some clouds in large stormy gusts is not the same as the windy breath of Jesus, who comes to speak “Peace” (John 20:21-22).


May 1 – Third Sunday of Easter
One hundred fifty-three large fish (John 21:11) as witnesses to the resurrection? The proper preface in the Great Thanksgiving for Easter sings, “With Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn” (ELW Leaders Edition, p. 187). That broadly celebratory invitation to praise relates to the vision from Revelation of not just saintly humans or an angel chorus with full voice but “myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,” which included “every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing” (Rev. 5:11, 13). Though we often credit the apostle Paul for spreading the gospel to the nations, today and this season draws our attention to joining in the hymn of all creation, including from the mouths of fish.


May 8 – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Each of today’s readings speaks of death in the midst of this resurrection season. Though she will rise, widows weep at the death of Tabitha (Dorcas). Psalm 23 is often spoken or sung at funeral services. The Revelation reading surrounds us with those who “have come out of the great ordeal” (7:14). Today’s prayer of the day, adapted from Hebrews 13:20-21, serves as a concluding blessing for the graveside committal service. Woven through these connections to death is also the promise of new life we receive in baptism. As you are led beside still waters and guided “to the springs of the water of life” (Rev. 7:17), give thanks for this washing in water. Though buried with Christ, “we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (ELW, p. 280). Indeed, promises Jesus our good shepherd: “I give [my sheep] eternal life, and they will never perish” (John 10:28).


May 15 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
“See, the home of God is among mortals. [God] will dwell with them” (Rev. 21:3). This can be regarded among the best creation-connected verses of the entire Bible; it’s great that it comes so close to the conclusion! Paired with the Bible’s opening assessment that God sees all creation as “very good” (Gen. 1:31), this Revelation promise counters escapist heavenly visions that would portray the earth as doomed, corrupt, and God-forsaken. Such perspectives deserve the reprimand to Peter in Acts 11:9: “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” This is God’s home! Filled with the hallelujahs of all creation’s praise, Psalm 148 parades abundant encounters with those who join our Easter song: people of every gender, class, and station. The birds sing praise! “The hills are alive with the sound of music!” Even various forms of weather join in: Hallelujah!


May 22 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
The healing and regenerative power of water is a theme in today’s readings. From the pool of Siloam where Jesus heals a paralyzed man, to Lydia and the women gathered at the river for prayer, to John’s vision of the river flowing from the throne of God—water is both sacramental and sacred. In prayers and preaching, lift up the body of water nearest to your worshiping community. How does God use the local stream, swamp, lake, river, or ocean to sustain life? In what ways can your congregation live out its baptismal vocation by caring and advocating for the local watershed? What cleanup efforts and environmental legislation can you support? Consider inviting folks to a water-blessing ritual with prayer and healing at these local places where water flows.


May 26 – Ascension of Our Lord
The ascension of Jesus shows us that sometimes we need to pivot and shift our focus. Sometimes we need a little nudge because we’re looking for Jesus in the wrong place. After watching Christ disappear into the clouds, the disciples needed to be redirected. The two men in white prod them to move on and move out from this moment of rapturous glory. They need to move out from their inner circle because Jesus is about to send the Holy Spirit to and through them into all the world. With wildfires burning, pollution levels rising, and severe weather events increasing, we too must focus on the work that needs to be done in healing, repairing, and protecting “the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). We trust that, like the disciples, we will receive the power of the Holy Spirit to be Christ’s witnesses.


May 29 – Seventh Sunday of Easter
Revelation 22 is an “urban” text revealing God’s intention for the redemption of creation and human cities together. With many municipalities struggling with nonpotable or tainted water supplies, the image of “the water of life as a gift” (Rev. 22:17) is good news. As Ronald J. Allen notes in his book I Will Tell You the Mystery (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2019), “The river of life flows through the middle of the city so the water is available to all. Water is not distributed according to one’s place in the social pyramid.” Share stories about how people are living into this holy vision and helping it to emerge now. Point to examples of faith communities working to create sources of clean water, protesting water pollution, or cleaning up waterways to help people understand God’s intention for this earth and all communities.

