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Isaiah 65:1-9    Psalm 22:19-28    Galatians 3:23-29    Luke 8:26-39

My name is Ron Hanson.  I am a retired ELCA pastor and I live in Willmar, MN.  I am a member of Calvary Lutheran Church, where I have served as a co-chair of our Creation Care Team for the past 3 years.  Wilmar is located sort of on a line between the primarily farm country to the south and west, and the more lakes and wooded country to the north.  We have an Environmental Learning Center a few miles north of Willmar aptly named Prairie Woods. On the one hand, we are deeply appreciative of the agricultural productivity of the farmland, while at the same time, we are grateful for the beauty and recreational offering provided by the lakes and woodlands and wildlife.  We are also very mindful of the threats that climate change is posing to our human community and to all forms of life in this region.  As Lutherans, we recognize our role as stewards of Creation, called to care for the earth as God cares for the earth.*

As we study our texts for the 2nd Sunday after Pentecost—whether in a text study group, or as personal preparation for preaching or teaching that day—we open our hearts and minds to God’s life-giving Word that sets us free to be faithful stewards of God’s wondrous Creation.  

A first reading of the assigned lessons will reveal very limited direct reference to nature and God’s created world.  Isaiah reflects God’s judgement on those who have turned to carrying out pagan worship practices in the hills and mountains, and who eat unclean foods. He also refers to the image of a “cluster of grapes,” as a metaphor for God’s promise to bring forth a blessing from his actions of righteous judgement upon his people, just as crushed grapes are turned into wine.   In Luke’s Gospel, we read the account of Jesus casting the demons out of a Gerasene demoniac, and then allowing the “Legion” of demons to enter into a herd of swine that plunge off a cliff to drown in the lake below.  And in Psalm 22, which begins with that haunting cry of Jesus spoke from the Cross, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”—we hear the  pleading voice of the Psalmist who feels abandoned by God and overwhelmed by the dangers he faces: “O Lord, do not be far away! O My help, come quickly to my aid! Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the dog!  Save me from the mouth of the lion and from the horns of the wild oxen.”  The cry of Jesus from the cross and the laments of the Psalmist are not cries of despair.  They are rather deep cries of faith from the innermost being of servants of God who are calling out to the Holy One who alone has the power to save and rescue them.  It is at this point that each of us should begin a “fill in the blanks” exercise where we list our own deepest fears, the things that are so overwhelming us that we too cry out: “O Lord, my help, 

        _______________________________________________________________________
*I suggest and encourage you to read an ELCA Social Statement, entitled “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice.”  It lays out a very clear expression of our Christian calling to address the current environmental crisis of our planet that is solidly based on our Lutheran biblical, theological, and confessional heritage.  Elca.org/Social statements.





 come to my aid, Deliver me from ________, and from _____.”  And to get a better idea of what your message to your audience will be on the 2nd Sunday after Pentecost, you need to think about how they would fill in the blanks.  

And then comes the question:  What is the Good News that God’s Word has given me/us to proclaim?  

In our Isaiah text, attention is turned away from the difficult present with its unsatisfactory situation of religious and social divisions among the Judean community, to the projection of a future intervention of God in judgement and salvation, with an apocalyptic vision of a purified people, and Jerusalem as the religious capital of the world. Isaiah 65:17 declares God’s promise:  “For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.”  

In the Gospel reading from Luke, we see the power of Jesus displayed.  Not even a “Legion” of demons from the demonic realm can keep Jesus from overcoming the forces of evil and death and restoring the possessed man to wholeness and life.  

In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, his words in 3:23-29 open up the amazing Good News of God’s love and grace poured out on us through the Law and the Gospel.  We need both.*                  My confirmation pastor taught us that God’s Word addresses our SOS situation.  The Law Shows Our Sins. The Gospel Shows Our Savior. God’s word of Law functions in love as it reveals to us our human condition of being in bondage to the powers of sin and death. God’s Word is like a mirror that reveals our true condition.  It convicts us and reveals to us the ways in which we have rebelled against God, and have missed the mark with our own human striving.  But amazingly, God’s powerful love is also shown through the Gospel, through the unmatchable love of Jesus the Christ, the incarnate Son of God, who sacrificed his life on the cross, taking our sins and the sin of the world upon himself, and then rising victorious over the powers of sin, death, and the devil on Easter morning.  In this text, Paul reminds us that it is through the waters of baptism that we are set free by being joined to the risen Christ.  Through the Holy Spirit who calls us to faith through our hearing of the Gospel of Christ’s redeeming love, we are justified by faith.  Our broken relationships with God and with our human neighbors have been overcome, opening the way to fullness of life with God, and harmonious relationships with all the differing groups into which we humans divide ourselves.   

The new thing that the Spirit is teaching us, is that our human sinfulness has also resulted in our broken relationship with all of the rest of God’s amazing and life filled creation.  May God’s word of Law lead us to confess that we have failed to be faithful stewards of creation.  And may God’s Gospel Word set us free to engage in earth care that will enable all of creation to thrive.  


     _________________________________________________________________________
 *As a way to refresh your understanding of the Law and the Gospel as the heart and center of our interpretation of holy scripture, I suggest a reading of the book, Preaching Law and Gospel  by Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., a former President of Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
                                                                                                                                                                            
