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There is some positive news out of Washington!  Legislators and President Biden are considering corporate pollution fees in the budget negotiating process.  This would work best if there is also a dividend given back to help lower income people deal with
increases in energy costs.  At the present time the market price of fossil fuels does not reflect the true cost.  Oil, gas and coal companies do not pay the cost of pollution.  According to The National Academy of Sciences the burning of fossil fuels causes $120 billion annually in mostly health related damages.

President Biden has pledged to cut America's carbon pollution 50% by 2030.  Most economists think the fastest way to achieve this is to charge corporations a fee on fossil fuels at the source (mines, refineries or first pipeline). A market price on carbon would encourage businesses to innovate.  Bill Gates has said, “Without a carbon tax there’s no incentive for innovation or plant buyers to switch” to clean energy.

You can learn more about the details of a carbon fee at:  citizensclimatelobby.org.  After you have learned about the need for a carbon fee  please take action.  Write to President Biden at www.whitehouse.gov



Carol Tack is a summer member of Lutheran Church of the Cross, Nisswa, Minnesota and a member at First Lutheran, Decorah, Iowa the rest of the year.  She is involved in the Creation Care Team at Lutheran Church of the Cross and the EcoFaith Network NE MN Synod Leadership Team.  

Carol first heard of Citizen’s Climate Lobby at a lecture by James Hanson, who is best known for his testimony to Congress in 1988.  His testimony helped raise awareness of global warming.  He said if you wanted to join one organization that would help our country solve climate and energy problems, join Citizen’s Climate Lobby.  She joined the organization a couple of years ago when her friend, Leslie Sand, began a chapter in Decorah.  

