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	Writers from diverse backgrounds have been asked to comment on this question:  “Do we have a moral obligation to take action to protect the future of a planet in Peril?”  The answer is “yes” in all instances and collected under fourteen categories, such as: “for the survival of humankind; for the sake of the children; for the sake of the Earth itself; because all flourishing is mutual; because compassion requires it; because moral integrity requires us to do what is right.”
	Contributors vary from Sheila Watt-Coultier, Inuit activist; President Barack Obama; Pope Frances; scientists such as E. O. Wilson, James Speth, Shephard Krech III; the Dalai Lama; Wendall Berry; Bill McKibben; theologians, Sally McFague and Courtney Campbell, and Marcus Borg.  There are 88 contributors in all.  
	At the end of each category, or section, there is an “ethical action” directive to address the theme of each section.  From the introduction:  “What the authors collectively argue is that no matter what moral theory one might turn to, one will find a strong affirmation of our obligation to future generations to preserve or restore a thriving, healthy world filled with beauty and possibility….Above all, we must learn to listen to the Earth, which resounds with a wisdom we can hear if we try, wisdom born of the longest reaches of time and space, red leaves falling from oak trees, soft rain, children coming home at dusk.”  There is scientific analysis, moral arguments, poetry, theological observations, and praise of God’s creation, something for all different interests in preserving and celebrating the Earth and all that is in it.
