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Clean Energy/Climate Bills 

Many bills to address clean energy and emission reductions related to the climate crisis have passed the House Climate & Energy Committee, but have seen no action in the Senate Energy & Utilities Committee and are unlikely to pass the appropriate senate committees before the 2nd committee deadline on April 1. Many don’t even have Senate Companion bills at this point (including a bill for soil health, HF 3302).

This doesn’t mean that bills can’t be included in supplemental appropriation or finance bills. Committees in both the House and Senate have already begun work on omnibus bills. In the House, many of the bills heard and laid aside for inclusion will be part of a substantial bill to address the climate crisis, emissions, climate adaptation/resilience, and equity/inclusion for communities of color and low-income communities in emission reduction activities and clean energy job opportunities. It will also likely include just transition options for companies to help workers impacted by changes or closings of power plants. 

There are members from both parties who are interested in similar clean energy/climate legislation in the Senate. However, the official leadership position is that last year was the budget year so no budget should be passed this year. This is despite the fact that it is unusual not to pass a supplemental budget in the off-year and the fact that Minnesota has a $9 billion surplus. So, at present the Senate Energy & Utilities have little to include in an omnibus bill, though they are still preparing one. What this means is that most activity will happen in the last few weeks of the legislative session (i.e. May) and will be the product of negotiations by committee chairs, leadership of both chambers, and the Walz administration.

Bonding Bills

Among the bonding bills related to climate or energy, there are a several number that deal with issues or concerns of individual communities. A bill that has some traction that we would support is a grant program to which communities may apply to address infrastructure issues impacted by climate changes (storm water management, etc), though it may be included in a supplemental budget rather than in bonding legislation.

Surplus Uses: Opinions differ radically, even within parties with regard to how to use the $9 billion surplus. Proposals include
· a wide range of tax cuts (large/permanent, moderate, one-time “rebates”),
· various investments (housing options/help, infrastructure, education priorities, health costs, climate mitigation/adaptation, etc.),
· “winner-decide-all” following fall election outcomes (assumes a single party could take the House, Senate, & governorship AND be of one mind on priorities),
· pet projects of individual legislators.

LA-MN believes well-being for the whole state, while addressing our greatest human needs, is most important. Tax changes should be temporary, to prevent the structural deficit & cuts that plagued Minnesota for years following previous permanent tax cuts. Those deficits [created by permanent tax cuts in the past] 	hurt everyone – rural, urban, small town, suburban; the very young to the old. Infrastructure wasn’t maintained, budget gaps were filled with “borrowed” education funding, and Minnesota was left unprepared for the economic downturn.

Committee Deadlines (don’t apply to Bonding Bills in the Capitol Investment Committees)
· 1st deadline - March 25, 2022 – "The first deadline is for committees to act favorably on bills in the house of origin."
· 2nd deadline - April 1, 2022 – "The second deadline is for committees to act favorably on bills, or companions of bills, that met the first deadline in the other house."
· 3rd deadline - April 8, 2022 – "The third deadline is for committees to act favorably on major appropriation and finance bills."
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