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Creation Care Advocacy Update



New Congressional Districts: On Feb. 15, the non-partisan panel of five judges released the new Congressional District Map for Minnesota, and the MN State Legislative District Map. (The panel included two Republican-appointed judges, two Democrat-appointed judges and one judge appointed by former Gov. Jesse Ventura (Reform Party). While some Congressional Districts (CDs) only change a little, there were changes in the 1st & 2nd districts that make the 2nd district more competitive, and the 7th and 8th CDs change substantially. Most notably, the northern reservations are bunched into the 8th district rather than being split between the districts. This should give the tribes more influence on issues they have in common. This map lets you toggle between the old & new districts.


New Legislative Districts: We’re still analyzing the new Legislative Districts, also introduced on Feb.15. MPR suggested that they are good for women. Meanwhile some of our partners have suggested that while they may be decent for the political parties in general, but are bad for the environment as several legislators leading in climate policy are now in overlapping districts. It’s fair to say that the new map will make it more difficult for many incumbents of both parties, and it’s uncertain whether legislators will decide to move or leave the legislature to avoid competing against one another in party primaries. This map shows the new state legislative districts. (The Star Tribune has a map in which you can toggle between old and new districts, but it can be hard to get past their paywall).


Legislative Activity: Early House Climate & Energy committee meetings have been largely focused on information sharing, including around grid transmission challenges, electric vehicle (EV) issues (markets, charging, building infrastructure, etc), and weatherization/pre-weatherization of homes. The Senate Energy & Utilities committee meetings have been more focused on transitioning natural gas plants and creating new hydrogen hubs (not all hydrogen is as clean as previously thought), taking advantage of Federal matching funds (and how to address match regulations which will come out after session has finished for this year), and figuring out how to work or not work with legislation coming from the House Committee.
[bookmark: _Hlk96121702]

Power Company Plans: Power companies must create Integrated Resource Plans (IRPs) that they submit to the Public Utilities Commission (PUC). These are long-range energy plans that in Minnesota address how the company shifts away from fossil fuels to less harmful options, while meeting consumer needs, reducing consumer costs, and cutting harmful emissions. The MN PUC just concluded a two-and-a-half-year process with Xcel Energy’s IRP and unanimously approved it. This “new” Xcel plan should cut their carbon emissions 87% by 2030 (from the 2005 baseline). Read more from our partner Fresh Energy about the Xcel IRP. 

Now that the PUC has finished with Xcel’s plan, it’s time to move on to Minnesota Power (NE Minnesota). Minnesota Power considers itself to be “born of industrial resource extraction” and 25-30% of it’s sales are to just 10 companies. They are planning to close early two coal plants in 2030 and 2035 (meaning before the debt is completely paid off), but are proposing to replace that power with wood and natural gas (likely fracked gas). That is not a long-term solution. They are also lacking “just transition” plans for workers. Initial comments are due to the Public Utilities Commission by March 30. This is a good opportunity to share concerns. Contact tammy@lutheranadvocacymn.org for possible talking points and the correct docket number/link.


Securitization: A bill has been introduced which got little attention last session even though it would be particularly helpful to Minnesota Power in the restructuring of debt for the coal plants they will be closing. The bill for securitization (debt refinancing process) could also be helpful for other power companies down the road. In the case of Minnesota Power, it is likely that energy prices will go up for customers as the left-over debt is transferred to consumers. Meanwhile, if Minnesota Power could participate in securitization, the savings created could go back into worker transition and new renewable energy capacity. Securitization is becoming a major theme for our Minnesota Interfaith Power & Light partners (especially Bret Pence in Duluth), and Bret will likely do a webinar on securitization through Minnesota Environmental Partnership in the near future.


New Ethanol Study: A new study from the University of Wisconsin-Madison (funded by the International Wildlife Foundation and the U.S. Department of Energy ), finds that corn-based ethanol is worse for the climate than gasoline. It considered overall greenhouse gas emissions, taking into account land use, release of carbon in soil tilling, the energy used to grow & process ethanol, and the chemical inputs used to grow the corn. It found that ethanol is at least 24% more carbon-intensive. This directly contradicts a 2019 USDA report. Here is a Reuters article about the study.
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