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How do this week’s readings open you to hear the cry and wisdom of creation and heed God's call to respond in this kairos time?

In each of this week’s readings, we find someone reflecting on the identity of themselves or someone else.  In Mark, Herod questions the identity of Jesus.  In Amos, Amaziah questions Amos’ identity, and in Samuel, Michal (Saul’s daughter) questions the identity of David.  Readings from Psalms and Ephesians encourage us to reflect on our relationship with God, each other and God’s creation - we are asked to ponder our identities as children of God.  

Identity is an interesting thing to reflect upon in relation to faith in action.  Identity (our understanding of who we are and our perception of who others are) is very much developed through our cultural interpretation of how we fit in the world.  Differences in culture can create a gulf between us; a gulf which can lead to misunderstanding, confusion and the alienation of one culture from another.   

We are culturally complex people, having been influenced by our ethnic culture as well as the cultures of our geographical regions, our societies, our families, our places of employment, our congregations, etc.  How we view our identity, the identity of others, our placement in the world, and our invitation to interact with the whole of creation is deeply impacted by our complex cultural perspective.  Yet, we are invited to see ourselves as culturally united in and through the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, the Messiah (this is a central theme in the book of Ephesians).  This both/and (both culturally united in and through Christ and culturally diverse in and through our ethnic, geographic and life experiences) deeply impacts all aspects of our lives, including how we hear the cry and wisdom of creation and how we heed God’s call to respond in this kairos time.

In his paper, Encountering the Other: Racism Against Aboriginal People, David McLaren argues that creation stories “give profound insight into the mindscape of the people they belong to. They are “ground zero” of a people’s response and interpretation of the world around them, (and)...many of us have forgotten (our traditional creation stories) and this is one of the reasons for disharmony among peoples.”  McLaren explores in great length the creation (and re-creation - aka flood) stories told among the Anishinaabeg and Judeo-Christians.  He goes to great length to explain that neither is “more right” than the other; they are spiritual stories in their own right with many parallels and profound differences that influence how we view our relationship with God, each other and creation.  

Perhaps, in this time of change and action (this kairos moment), our success lies not only in pushing ahead but also in reflecting on where we’ve been.  Perhaps, we need to sit in deep contemplation with the phrase, “I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator/maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.”   Perhaps, we need to explore how our identities are intertwined with the discord we create when we acknowledge there is only one God yet we struggle to accept the old testament (traditional) stories of all people groups.  Perhaps, we can learn from Herod so that we can avoid being duped to believe that our identity is contingent upon our social status (a false narrative that pigeonholes us into believing that we have no other choice but the lesser of a bucket full of bad choices).  Perhaps, we can learn from Amaziah so that we listen to the prophetic voices rather than dismiss them as being the bearer of burdensome and inconvenient news.  Perhaps, we can learn from Michal and Herod and Amaziah so that we embrace the messages that perplex and trouble us and accept the method and timing of delivery (as well as the deliverers) as gifts from God.  Perhaps, with God’s help, we can learn to embrace and not fear our identities and the identities of all God created.

As you meditate on the Good News that God is inviting you to share with your people this week, I invite you to read and reflect on sections A and B of McLaren’s paper.  May it give you deeper insights about our relationships with God, each other and all the world that God has created. 

Encountering the Other: Racism Against Aboriginal People can be found at https://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/inquiries/ipperwash/policy_part/projects/pdf/Chippewas_of_Nawash-Encountering_the_Other.pdf. 
