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Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a
Luke 4:14-21


The readings for this Sunday provide a rich trove to explore a sermon sensitive to our relationship and responsibility to the creation as we picture the herculean task before us as Lutherans Restoring Creation, the exiles returning to rebuild Jerusalem is an easy reach.  In both cases, returning from exile and restoring the earth, the people of God are seeking a good place, a good land, a home in which to thrive in for the present and to sustain for future generations.  The task for the people in the days of Ezra must have been daunting.  First of all, I imagine how hard it hit them to see the devastation wrought from the days of destruction wrought by the Babylonians.  We read that it was an “all hands-on deck” deal to rebuild.  We read this lesson in historical context and learn how they faced those who continually sought to tear down every bit of progress they made.  And we can sympathize, of course, because they only wanted to rebuild what had been.  How could any others believe it would be good to stop such progress?  Those that opposed them, however, had come to claim the homeland as their own in the meantime, and the conflict was set.  The rebuilders were discouraged.  The selection from Nehemiah portrays the people who would rebuild, and who would eventually accomplish this work as hungry for the word of God. 
Perhaps we could point out with some sense of humor that this lesson tells us of a day when they gathered for a worship service that lasted all morning long.  So why are we Lutherans so concerned about holding our services to a prescribed time limit?  But to me, the depth of their hunger, and the cry of the people to be nourished is a role model, if not for our worship planning teams, certainly for each of our hearts.  It is a hunger I know, one that is part of my daily waking up.  Theirs is a hunger to aspire to, if not reach in my lifetime.
Thinking of the restoring of creation we are faced with can be daunting.  Our natural world is our homeland and our sanctuary.  The detractors are many.  And our opposers believe they have every right of ownership to live as they do.  We see corporations and people defending the lifestyles that have made them a living, or created their conveniences, or are simply what they are accustomed to.  We also can see that some will doubt and try to tear down the science that builds the case for restoring creation.  Others will say that God’s providence is limitless and that we’ll never exhaust creation.  Some even try to discredit our ecological ethics or our eco-theological perspective as the unfaithful aberration from an “orthodoxy” that conforms to their exploitation of God’s grace.  But they are tearing down the gifts of God as they do so.  We may feel worn down.  We need therefore to feed our souls for the work ahead.  As the people told Ezra to read the book of the law of Moses for them – we have God’s word to inspire and guide us.  
The psalm appointed for today is one of our favorites in Eco Faith networks and green teams in congregations.  I hear it quoted often.  It holds themes that are repeated throughout the Old Testament.  To encourage us in our task of healing the hurt humanity has wrought upon Earth one can lift up the manner in which “the heavens are telling the glory of God.”  For us to listen to their “message” is nourishment for the body of faith as we hear God’s praise in the ‘book of nature.’
In regard to the body of faith doing the restoring and sustaining, I might use Paul’s image of how we are put together with a diversity of gifts that result in the greater good for all.  I love the simple way he makes the point that if one member suffers, all suffer.  As we remember the remarkable life of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, one of his powerful reminders was that we are all so connected that if one person is suffering, all people are suffering.  And then of course when Paul says when one is honored, all rejoice together, we recognize that as the very goal to which we strive.  It reminds me of the story preachers often use about a grandchild fishing in a small boat with grandparent.  The child starts to giggle but won’t explain.  The child does so many times, even though the exasperated grandparent increasingly demands an explanation, none is forthcoming.  Finally, grandchild must explain, or the once pleasant day of fishing (according to grandparent’s perspective) will end.  Grandchild giggles again and says, “I’m laughing because you have a leak in your end of the boat, and you are going to sink.”  Paul beautifully reminds us that we are one body in the faith community.  God’s word points out that we are one humanity.  Ecologic science points out we are in one boat called creation.  Experiencing the climate disasters of recent years, points out we are sinking.  And we are not laughing at some private joke.  We are part of the people who are seeking to rebuild, restore, and then finally to rejoice.  We know the boat is leaking, we know how to fix the leak.  God provides the science for us to see our way forward, and God’s Word provides the inspiration our hungry souls need.
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