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 DOES NATURE HAVE RIGHTS?

This question is being debated now in many nations and U.S. states, as economic incentives and cultural values increasingly conflict with conservation goals. Nature's inherent value and its right to exist are ancient beliefs held by indigenous cultures worldwide, but in 2021 these concepts are only now being discussed in legal terms. The recent inspiration to support these principles came from a book, "Should Trees Have Legal Standing?" ( C. Stone, 1972). Since then, numerous attempts to codify these concepts have occurred around the world, but most of these were opposed by business interests and governments. A very current and local case is the Enbridge Line 3 issue where the White Earth Nation has filed suit against the MN DNR on behalf of wild rice (manoomin) which may be impacted by Line 3 construction.
Source: The Guardian, 9/19/21


                                 AIR POLLUTION KILLS

Recent research to determine the global effects of air pollution on human health has estimated that over 80 million people die each year due to air pollution from fossil-fuel combustion and forest fires. These studies concluded that "air pollution is the greatest threat to human health", and these pollutants are reducing global human life expectancy by 2.2 years (6 years in India). The greatest health impacts are from very small ( < 2.5 microns) particles and aerosols called PM2.5, which are combustion products from coal, gas, gasoline, diesel, etc. These pollutants enter human lung tissue very easily, causing asthma, lung disease, cancer and heart disease. Currently, 40% of global nations have little or no air pollution regulations, while only 1/3 of countries have air quality standards. This crisis is a prime example of the "Tragedy of the Commons", the concept that any natural resource (e.g. air) that is used by many, but is not regulated, will eventually be depleted or degraded.
Sources: The Guardian, 9/1/21; Grist, 9/7/21

