Gloria Dei Caring for Creation 2020 Update on Energy Use Reduction Projects
When the COVID-19 shutdown occurred, Gloria Dei locked its doors, turned off the boilers and shut off all unnecessary electricity demands. Beverly Sargent, Director of Finance and Administration, and Clayton Gardner, new-to-GDLC Maintenance Supervisor, quickly noted that we were not seeing energy cost reductions as anticipated and dug in. With the help of a 2017 energy audit, its corresponding 2020 update and the one-on-one support from Mark Ginsbach, Enerchange, they put the following changes into place from October through December 2020.
1. Reprogrammed air handler fan drives to run on auto mode, allowing the timeclocks to turn off the units during off hours.
2. Replaced all remaining fluorescent lights with energy-saving LEDs.
3. Completed a steam trap audit, with repairs and replacement scheduled for 2021.
4. Performed a boiler tune-up.
5. Will place a timer on the hot water circulation pump in 2021.
This work is in keeping with our Caring for Creation values. Below are estimated annual energy and cost savings (starting in 2021).
	Change#
	Electric Savings ($)
	Gas Savings ($)
	Total Savings ($)
	CO2 Equiv

(lbs)

	1
	4,174
	2,221
	6,395
	89,805

	2
	4,616
	0
	4,616
	22,708

	3
	0
	2,679
	2,679
	54,217

	4
	0
	674
	674
	13,677

	5
	69
	226
	295
	5,314

	Totals
	8,859
	14,659
	12,378
	185,721

	185,721 lbs of CO2 is the amount generated by burning 9,479 gallons of gasoline.



Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is located in St Paul, MN. It is a fairly large congregation, but any size building can realize equivalent energy savings by searching out efficiencies, many of which also carry rebates to further decrease the costs. Contact your local energy provider for assistance with an energy assessment. 
