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Monarch butterflies are on their annual migration to Mexico.  In Canada the urge to leave began around the first of August. Days were getting shorter, temperatures were dropping, and, most importantly, their necessary food supply (milkweed) was senescing (dying).  So, it was time to leave and begin their long journey.  As monarchs traveled south they were joined by other monarchs who also felt the urge to leave.   
These migratory monarchs were no longer reproductive.  They had to save all their energy for a most difficult journey.  They hoped that there would be plenty of nectaring flowers along the way so they would arrive in their Mexican destination weighing more than when they left.  At night they would stop and congregate in trees or bushes.  Sometimes people would see thousands of monarchs grouped together, but usually they went unnoticed as the monarchs would leave with sunrise. 
The monarchs wanted to complete their journey before winter became established.  Normally, the monarchs arrive at their winter homes around the first of November which is a holiday in Mexico (Day of the Dead).  We were sad to see the monarchs leave, but the indigenous people in this part of Mexico celebrated the monarch’s return.  Church bells would ring when the first monarchs were spotted.   
In spring the monarchs become reproductive and once again get the urge to leave.  This time the monarchs head north.  Along the way they hope to find milkweed because it is the only plant upon which they will lay eggs.  These eggs hatch, and the caterpillars eat their only food source, milkweed.  The caterpillars will grow 3000 times larger in two weeks.  They will make a chrysalis and eclose (hatch) in another two weeks.  The parents will die and not complete the journey.  But their children will continue the journey north.  We will be happy to see them again.  They usually arrive in northern Minnesota at the end of May or early June.   

