CREATION CARE GREEN TIPS  -  JANUARY 2021
1.  As part of Minnesota's pandemic response, the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) tasked the state's largest utility companies to develop plans for economic recovery that would hasten the transition to 100% green power through solar and wind, both of which are more cost effective to build than it is to operate existing coal facilities.  Moving toward clean, renewable energy will leverage massive public and private investment to push economic activity that will help to mitigate suffering from human-caused warming that disproportionately affects middle class, under-resourced communities and communities of color.  Solar installer and wind technician jobs are the fastest growing jobs in the country, at a rate of about 15 times faster than the economy as a whole.  In Minnesota, these jobs pay nearly 40% higher than the state median income, and are jobs that cannot be outsourced.  The Yale Program for Climate Change Communication recently found there is strong bipartisan support for policies requiring utilities to adopt 100% clean-energy standards by 2050, so ADD YOUR VOICE to those advocating for policies that address climate change and economic/social justice opportunities as the fundamentally intertwined challenges they really are. 
2.  While Minnesota missed the target set in the state's 2007 Next Generation Energy Act to cut greenhouse gas emissions (15% by 2015) as well falling behind on meeting its next target (40% by 2025), the Governor's newly appointed  Advisory Council on Climate Change is tasked with redoubling efforts to hit its ultimate target of cutting emissions by 80% by 2050.  The 15-member citizen council will advise his new Climate Change Subcabinet headed by the MInnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Commissioner Laura Bishop, and is comprised of farmers, academics, utility executives, tribal officials and others.  Emissions from power plants and energy production in Minnesota have fallen, but emissions from agriculture and transportation, especially passenger vehicles, have not.  The MPCA plans to open a new period of public comments and hearings on its Clean Cars measure to require automakers to deliver more fuel-efficient vehicles for sale in Minnesota that will include battery electric vehicles, plug-in hybrid electric vehicles and hydrogen-fueled vehicles.  With nearly a dozen other states already adopting such standards, and with the final rule expected to be adopted in 2021, LET ELECTED OFFICIALS know that you support these efforts.
3.  A new study published in Nature identifies a road map for addressing the twin crises of climate change and biodiversity loss (as many as 1 million species are at risk of extinction) by returning a strategic 30% of the world's farmlands to nature.  Identifying the most strategic parts of the planet to protect would soak up almost half the carbon dioxide that has built up since the Industrial Revolution and prevent the predicted extinction on land of more than 70% of threatened plants and animals.  The authors estimate that 55% of farmland on the global level could be returned to nature while maintaining current levels of food production by using existing agricultural land more effectively and sustainably.  The costs would be high, but the authors point out that the hundreds of billions of dollars per year subsidizing fossil fuels and unsustainable farming practices could be available instead to pay farmers to restore their land to nature and for other investments.  Other steps include: stopping the use of fossil fuels; reducing food, energy and plastic waste; and making sustainable choices when purchasing needed items.  
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4.  The Minnesota Environmental Quality Board, via its Environmental Review Program, is revising and expanding its review process on approximately 100 projects a year in categories such as agriculture, transportation, and industrial and commercial development to integrate climate change impacts into those reviews.  If approved after public comment this spring, the expanded reviews would require an accounting for greenhouse gas emissions and details regarding how a proposed project would mitigate them.  This would apply to all new projects that require environmental review under state rules due to potential environmental risks.  Currently, environmental reviews consider such things as noise, but haven't considered climate change.  Since final changes are set to go to the board for approval in July with more public discussion to follow, ALERT YOUR POLICY-MAKERS to the importance of supporting the revisions.  
5.  The year 2020 was a record year for deforestation and fires in the Brazilian Amazon, combined with record conversion of forests to soybean production, making Brazil the world's No. 1 exporter of oilseed crushed to make animal feed and cooking oil.  Meanwhile, the Brazilian agency for Indigenous Affairs, together with international timber and meat markets, is seeking to accelerate deforestation in constitutionally-protected Indigenous Lands in the Amazon that has already been invaded by loggers and miners.   The area's forests and natural vegetation play a critical role in storing carbon dioxide, yet the forests' destruction is increasing CO2, warming the Earth's climate while contributing to sea level rise, severe storms and other problems.    Under threat as well is an abundance of wildlife and thousands of plants, fish, insects and other creatures found nowhere else on Earth.   DEMAND THAT COMPANIES (Tesco, Walmart, Unilever, McDonald's, etc.) and their suppliers (Cargill, ADM Bunge Ltd, etc.) enforce their stated commitment of setting goals of eliminating deforestation from the supply chain by 2020.  

