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July 3 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost / Lectionary 14
Musician and naturalist Bernie Krause has dedicated his life to discovering the soundscapes of Earth’s wild places. In his book and accompanying musical recording The Great Animal Orchestra: Finding the Origins of Music in the World’s Wild Places (New York: Little Brown and Company, 2012), he describes the “aural habitats” of nature that many people never notice—from the calls of birds to the hum of insects that he has recorded over decades. All of these sounds remind us that all the earth does indeed “make a joyful noise to God” (Ps. 66:1), worshiping their Creator with trills, whistles, hoots, brays, and songs of every pitch and rhythm. Consider playing parts of Krause’s recording during worship. Allow the congregation to be immersed in the aural landscape as they recite Psalm 66: “All the earth worships you; they sing praises to you, sing praises to your name” (v. 2).


July 10 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost / Lectionary 15
“Who is my neighbor?” From the Samaritan’s perspective, the only qualification for neighbor-ness was the suffering and need of the beaten man. All other lines, walls, hierarchies, and divisions fell away. From a creation perspective, we can think expansively about our neighbors beyond the merely human. Are animals our neighbors? How about mountains? Ecosystems? Consider making a “map” of the other-than-human neighbors around your church. Offer a children’s sermon series about the other-than-human “neighbors” that share your church’s space such as trees, flowers, insects, birds, and animals. Consider the justice aspects of this text. Are there streams suffering from pollution like a beaten man on the side of the road? Are there nearby zip codes suffering from toxic brownfields or poor air quality? How might your congregation be a neighbor and care for those who are suffering?


July 17 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost / Lectionary 16
The mysterious and the mundane mingle in the readings today. In the everyday activities of preparing meals, welcoming guests, and engaging in conversation, the “fullness of God” that Paul speaks of in Colossians 1:19 is revealed. Mary is drawn to Jesus’ teaching, no doubt fascinated by his divine wisdom. Abraham and Sarah are drawn to the nameless strangers whom they welcome, and who prophesy the birth of a son. Note that this momentous occasion takes place beneath the “oaks of Mamre” (Gen. 18:1). In Reforesting Faith (New York: WaterBrook, 2019), Matthew Sleeth notes that for nearly every significant event in the Bible, there is a tree present. In this story the great oak is a tree of hospitality. In what ways can we sit under trees and take in the wisdom of God? Do you know the names of the trees near your church building? Find ways to engage faith under these magnificent trees.


July 24 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost / Lectionary 17
In Colossians 2:7, Paul encourages the congregation to be “rooted and built up in [Jesus] and established in the faith.” Scientists who study trees have discovered that the root systems in forests do much more than anchor the trees to the ground. In fact, trees “talk” to each other, communicating through an underground fungal network that connects them through their root systems. Sometimes called the “Wood Wide Web,” this complex interchange between trees allows them to share resources, alert each other about pests, and nurture seedlings. What a beautiful image for contemplating our faith and prayer life! Invite the congregation to think of a forest’s root system when they pray the Lord’s Prayer together. Like the forest root system, our prayers are a complex interchange between God and God’s people, enabling a mysterious communication and connection that nurtures us in faith.


July 31– Eighth Sunday after Pentecost / Lectionary 18
The parable of the rich fool tells of a man who enjoyed the fruits of his land with nary a thought to the land itself or the hired hands whose labor built his wealth. Hearers of this parable may recall God’s warning to the Israelites in the wilderness when the land produced abundantly for them with manna and quails. They were only to eat their fill for the day. If they tried to hoard the abundance, it would immediately rot. In today’s parable, the rot extends to the rich man’s very life, urging us to reconsider an economy of extraction that exploits both land and labor. We might imagine how this story could be different if the man had thrown a banquet and invited his workers to the feast. We are not what we own but rather what we share and give to others.

