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	In Genesis 2 creation is presented as a garden. God and humanity relate differently to a garden than to the more abstract portrait of creation found in Genesis 1.  God provides for the garden and the gardener.  God “tames” the chaotic waters of Genesis 1, creating from them springs and the rivers of the world to water the garden.  Into this garden the Lord puts trees that are good for food and beautiful to the eye.  The fruit of all the trees but one is freely offered.  The garden, the creation, is conceived as pure gift.  

	When the earth is a garden, then the human is a gardener.  The human is still male and female.  The woman is the “helper” of the man (not helpmate!), making her like unto God who, in Psalm 121, is “our helper.”  The role of humanity, says Genesis 2:15, as regards the garden earth, is “to till it and keep it,” considerably better, I think we would agree, than the language of “subduing” found in Genesis 1:28.  

	What might capture our biblical imaginations here are the meanings of the two verbs, meanings not clearly reflected in the usual English translations.  The first verb, translated in the NRSV as “to till,” in Hebrew `abed, is a fairly common and terribly rich word meaning “to serve.”  Do you hear that?  By tilling the garden, the human is to serve the garden.  

	And the human is also “to keep” the garden or “to guard” it, in Hebrew shamar. The Lord, again citing Psalm 121, is our keeper, our shade on the Lord’s right hand; the Lord keeps our going out and our coming in; the Lord keeps our very life.  We in turn keep God’s law; we keep God’s commandments; we keep the way of the Lord.  In just such ways as these we are intended to “keep” God’s creation. We are obedient guardians, safe keepers of God’s creation.

	By just such “keeping” we are to “serve” creation.  We are to serve perhaps as the suffering servant is to serve.  Moreover, we are to serve just as Levitical priests would serve in God’s temple, taking care that God’s dwelling place is honored and rightly preserved.  One might conjecture, in fact, that beneath the picture of God’s creation as a garden is an equally inviting portrait of all the earth as God’s temple.  The garden, like the temple, is a gift from God.  The earth, as garden and temple, is the dwelling place of both God and all living things.  Now, keep your eyes from searching out that one tree whose fruit you cannot have!
