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                                   RENEWABLES BEAT COAL IN 2022

Renewable energy sources (wind and solar) are the fastest growing sources of electricity throughout the world, mainly replacing coal. Including nuclear, non-fossil sources that emit no greenhouse gases contributed 39% of all global power produced in 2022. Although coal is still the single largest source of electricity, it contributed only 36% of all power. Unfortunately, coal and natural gas use also increased in 2022, mainly due to an increased demand for power after the pandemic. But global coal use has decreased 42% over the last decade, and 170 coal-fired power plants are scheduled to be shut down over the next decade. Most of this coal-derived electricity will be replaced by renewables, modular nuclear reactors, and natural gas. Wind and solar power accounted for 12% of all global electricity in 2022, up from 10% in 2021. 
Sources: Grist, 4/4/23; CNBC, 4/12/23


                                    INFORMATION POLLUTION

Climate change and its causes are no longer questioned by reputable scientists. Global warming and climate change are the result of human activities that emit greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. However, public understanding and opinions often are influenced by political persuasion, biased news and social media. A recent study documented that climate change lies and misinformation are viewed by over a million people daily on Facebook and Twitter. Only Pinterest has policies to prohibit posts that deny the truth about climate change. Almost 70% of climate misinformation on Facebook comes from 10 sources such as Breitbart, Newsmax and The Federalist Papers, all right wing news media. The U.S. government has yet to tackle lies and misinformation on social media, but the European Union recently passed the "Digital Services Act" which requires media companies to prevent or omit illegal or harmful content, including disinformation, As of 2024, this law will allow regulators to audit and inspect all aspects of social media, and to impose fines if disinformation is being disseminated.
Source: Environmental Defense Fund (EDF), Fall, 2022.
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