Creation Care Advocacy
(Tammy Walhof, Lutheran Advocacy – Minnesota)

Relationship Building with Legislators

About a third of both the Minnesota House and Minnesota Senate are new legislators. Whether your legislator is new or has been around for awhile, it is important to create connections with them, and work toward building relationships. 

Consider inviting your legislators to a meeting of your Congregation’s Creation Care Team, or set up a forum and invite people from other local congregations who are interested caring for the earth. Prepare ahead of time, considering what you want to share that is important with you, and then what questions you have for your legislators. Holy Week is a particularly good time to meet with them, as they are on recess from the legislature (although that doesn’t leave much time to set up an appointment or invite them to a meeting). You could also begin preparing now for how you may want to engage them following the legislative session. 

This is a link to a list of legislators (new legislators are listed on p. 2): https://www.house.mn.gov/hinfo/leginfo/elecdir22.pdf 

Restoration of MPCA Citizens’ Board

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Citizens’ Board was originally created in 1967 as a tool to protect both the environment and the voice of regular Minnesotans. It included citizen representation in decisions such as approving permits or overseeing projects under environmental review.

In 2015, following corporate pressure, the Minnesota Legislature abolished the Citizens’ Board. Since then, public input on environmental and health decisions has been greatly diminished, with the MPCA at times even referring to those seeking permits or variances as “the client.”

This year the legislature is considering a bill to reestablish the Board, and to make it more representative of Minnesota’s racial and economic diversity. It’s a chance to help bring democracy back to MPCA decisions and protect the air, water, and land we all need to live healthy lives. 

Minnesota Environmental Partnership (MEP), in which Lutheran Advocacy-MN is an active member, has been deeply engaged in this effort. You can use the MEP Action Center to contact your Legislators on this issue. However, please change the wording and subject line to make it personalized and your own. Personalized contact always get significantly more attention.

