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EarthCare Advocacy Update

ELECTIONS: Narrow poll margin reports proved false as the DFL took all state offices, held onto the House, and flipped the Senate with a one-seat majority. Some analysts consider it a status quo election since the numbers by which the DFL continues to hold the House is similar to last session, and the DFL only holds the Senate by one seat, the same margin as Republicans last session. However, margins in several races suggest much ticket-splitting, an interesting diversion from the increasingly widespread practice of straight-ticket voting of the last several years. Will ticket-splitting become common again in Minnesota, as it was in previous times in Minnesota? Or was it just a temporary anomaly? More ticket-splitting could signal an interest in less polarization, disillusionment with some of this year’s candidates, or some combination. 

NEW MEMBERS & LEADERS: Minnesota House and Senate both lost many veteran lawmakers through retirement, redistricting, and elections. About 35% of both chambers are new. To promote good stewardship of God’s creation, we need EcoFaith/Creation Care network members to cultivate relationships with their legislators, and educate them on earth-care concerns. 
 
Representative Melissa Hortman (Brooklyn Park) will remain Speaker of the House, but Rep. Lisa Demuth (Cold Spring) will replace Rep. Kurt Daudt (Crown) as House Minority Leader. This is the first time since 2014 someone other than Daudt will lead House Republicans. Demuth is anticipated to have a less confrontational leadership style. Rep. Jamie Long (Southwest Minneapolis) will be the new House Majority Leader.

Both parties will have new leadership in the Senate. Senator Kari Dziedzic (Northeast Minneapolis) will be new Majority Leader, Sen. Bobby Joe Champion (North Minneapolis) will be the first person of color to serve as Senate President, and Sen. Mark Johnson (East Grand Forks) will be Senate Minority Leader, replacing Senator Jeremy Miller, who chose not to run again after just 1 year as the head of Senate Republicans. 

Although not in a formal leadership position yet, it is thought that new Sen. Grant Hauschild (Hermantown) may end up being an important swing vote on various environmental issues, since he represents the Iron Range. He recently tweeted, “Someone told me @RepLislegard and I are the ‘Designated Hitters’ for the Iron Range as the only majority members representing the Range in the Minnesota Legislature. I’ll work with anyone…with a good idea to just deliver for our region.”

NEW COMMITTEES & COMMITTEE CHAIRS: On Friday afternoon, Nov. 18, while “finishing” this update, House and Senate Majorities released lists of both their committees and chairpersons. There are several committees that will have impacts on environmental and climate-related policy. Oddly, despite all being controlled by DFL majorities, House and Senate will have different committees, which is an important reminder that the House and Senate are each very distinct bodies.

The Senate combined their Energy & Utilities Committee with their Environment Committee to form the Energy, Utilities, and Climate Committee to be led by Sen. Nick Frentz (North Mankato). The Natural Resources part of their previous Environment Committee was combined with Legacy to form the Legacy & Natural Resources Committee, led by Sen. Foung Hawj (Eastside St. Paul). Meanwhile, the House kept separate committees, with Sen. Patti Acomb (Minnetonka) replacing Rep. Jamie Long as chair of the Climate, Energy & Finance Committee, the Environment and Natural Resources Committee which will continue to be led by Sen. Rick Hansen (South St. Paul), and Legacy Finance which will continue to be led by Rep. Leon Lillie (North St. Paul). 

Other committees that impact earthcare are the Agriculture Committees and Transportation Committees. Representatives Samantha Vang (Brooklyn Center) and Frank Hornstein (South Minneapolis) will continue to lead House Agriculture and Transportation respectively, while Sen. Aric Putnam (St. Cloud) will lead on Senate Agriculture and Sen. Scott Dibble (Southwest Minneapolis) will lead on Senate Transportation. One of LA-MN’s partners has mentioned that that both Agriculture chairs have expressed interest in soil health.

ENERGY TRANSITION: Of particular interest to Lutheran Advocacy-MN is the help that will be needed as various communities and workers across the state see local power plants close and fossil fuel jobs disappear in the transition to a Clean Energy Economy. Although clean energy will bring with it many new opportunities and family supporting jobs, workers will need training to fit those jobs and communities will need help in redirecting local economic activity. 

A relatively new Energy Transition Office has been created in the Department of Employment & Economic Development. However, it only has two staff people, very little funding, and has mostly engaged in helping to fund a few community studies. Much more engagement will be needed. LA-MN is considering partnering with another faith-based organization to lead legislative efforts to expand what the Energy Transition can and should do. Senators Jen McEwen (DFL, Duluth) and Karin Housley (R, Stillwater) were previously appointed as legislative liaisons to the Energy Transition Office, so will likely continue to be important players in transition discussions and work. 

The committees which address this will likely be either the Workforce Development Committee or the new Economic Development Committee (or both) in the House, led by Representatives Hodan Hassan (South Minneapolis) and Jay Xiong (Greater Eastside St. Paul) respectively. In the Senate, we assume the Jobs & Economic Development Committee, to be led by Sen. Bobby Joe Champion, would address transition (unless the Labor Committee to be led by Sen. Jen McEwen also plays a role).
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