South Church Impact Lansing Essay Application Instructions

This year, we are requiring all students applying to attend Impact Lansing with South Church to write an essay to be submitted to Pastor Joel. If your essay is approved (which may include a conversation with Pastor Joel), you will be able to register with South Church. 
Our goal in requiring this is for students to really think through what Impact Lansing is about, and why they want to attend a week-long summer mission trip. It gives them the chance to set their expectations and attitude toward serving, and not just having fun with friends or spending a week away from parents. We expect all students attending with us to be ready to work hard at every service project, willing to participate in all team and group activities, respectful to all leaders, kind and thoughtful in all their peer interactions, and come prepared to learn and grow in their relationship with God. This is a long and tiring week for middle schoolers, and we believe that requiring them to think through these expectations up front will set them up for success during the week. 

Rules
· Essays must be written by the student who is applying to attend!
· Essays are due no later than May 31.
· Essays must be at least 250 words.
· Essays must answer each of the following questions.

Essay Questions
· Introduce yourself and tell us about something you love to do!
· Give an example of a time when you have served others, and explain what you have learned from that experience.  
· Describe your relationship with God. Be honest! If you’re not sure, explain why and what questions you might have.
· Why do you want to attend Impact Lansing this year?
· If you have attended Impact Lansing previously: What did you learn from past years at Impact Lansing, and how did that help you grow in your relationship with God?
