
OVERCOMING THE ODDS

Communication. It's how we are able to convey our thoughts, ideas, fears,

importance, needs; you know how it works. It is something we do at the start of

our lives; as a baby, we come into this world with a hearty cry. Hopefully

someone hears us and figures out what we are trying to communicate.  When

we are young we are taught by our parents, school teachers and friends the best

way to communicate.

Now imagine you haven't been taught by your parents, you've been moved into

foster homes, you've been overlooked in school, you've bounced around from

city to city only to be returned to a parent struggling with addiction and feeling

the hopelessness in an unstable environment all by the age of 11.

What then? How do you communicate? This is the life of Tae'sha and her journey.
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Tae’sha struggled to find a consistent home and

floated between friend’s homes, hospitals, Juvenile

Detention Court, and group homes. The system

was failing Tae'sha because they did not have a

home available that could help her with her

emotional distress. There were no homes for

placement at the time so they tried a group home

and even had her hospitalized.

Not being overly outspoken, feeling unheard, not

knowing how to communicate her needs and

being terrified she had started acting out. She was

staying on friends couches while a Freshman in

High School. Just before her 16th birthday she

went to JDC, It was on her 16th birthday that she

was finally assigned a CASA.

Rhonda came into Tae'sha's life just in time. She

was Tae'sha's only visitor at the JDC and it was

there through their visits that Tae'sha was  able to

have someone explain what was happening and

what would happen in different scenarios. 

Tae'sha now had a voice and someone she could

trust. Having experienced trauma throughout her

childhood it was through her conversations with

her CASA she was able to find a stable

environment where she could heal and put

solutions to her questions.

With her diploma under her belt Tae'sha is on her

path to wholeness and can see a bright future for

herself. At 19 she has a stable job and is moving

into her very own apartment .  She is now helping

her family and hopes to have her own family in the

future when the time is right.

She and Rhonda stay in contact and Tae'sha has

gained confidence knowing that she has Rhonda

in her corner and that she is no longer alone.


