SUMMER 2020

Seniox AP English
Must read all 4 of the requived books,
Required '

The Color of Water.............ovvevi1 James McBride
Siddhartha................ e, Herman Hesse
The Sunflower.......ocoiviiniiiin, s eovennSitnon Wiesenthal
Johnny Got His Gll.visinineivarsins Dalton Trombo

For The Color of Water, You are to answer the attached packet of questiong and be prépamd to
discuss this book in detail during the first week of class, using your knowledge of book to
analyze the text, as well as develop thematic statements for the nove.

For the other three novels, you are to write a 1-2 page Literaty Analysis, using scholarly sources
as research material, Papers ate to be written in MLA Fotmat and cited correctly as well as
include a works cited page.
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The Color of Water

Chapters 1 and 2

1. The memoir begins with a supposed interview in which the author’s mother talks about
her family histoxy. Ezplain the frony of bex fivst statement, “T'm dead.” S

~

2. Who is the narrator of Chapter 17 Who is she addressing?

3. What does the narrator’s diction reveal about her attitude toward the interview?

4, How does the nawrator charactexize hex fathex in this chapter?

5.  Whois the narrator of Chapter 27
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6.

10.

Tut. describing his stepfather, McBride says, “He took no guff and gave none.” Paraphrase
this idiom describing Daddy’s character. What kind of man is he?

Why does the narrator's mother choose riding the bicycle over diiving her deceased
husband’s car?

Analyze the following quotation from Chapter 2 and explain what the metonymy within
conveys about the preachers:

It was clear that Mommy was no Jongex interested in getting married again, despite the efforts of
a couple of local preachets who were all Cadillacs and smiles and knew that she, and thus we,
were brole,

How does the narrator characterize his mother in Chapter 27

Chapter 2 is not structured chronologically; explain how this structure affects Chapter 2
development, .
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GChapters 3 and 4

1. Explain the conflicts that McBride’s mother establishes in Chapter 3.

2. What does the choice of words—the diction-—contribute to Mommy'’s characterization?

3. Chapter 3 does not follow Chapter 2 chronologically. What effect or effects does the
author’s manipulaiion of narrative structure have on the text?

4, In Chapter 4, what can you infer about Mommy'’s attitude toward race and skint color from
the way she answeys James's questions?
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5. James McBride's childhood impressions of the Black Power movement are contradictory.
What positive atiributes does he pexceive?

6, What are James McBride’s negative impressions of the Black Powey movement? What is the
source of his information, and what does James imply about the veracity of this source?

-

7.  How does McBrides depiction of the Black Panther father near the end of Chapter 4

challenge the medid’s depiction of the Black Panthers?
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Chapters B and B

1. Whatelements link Chapter 5 to Chaptex 47

2. ‘Whatis the parvative function of Chapter 57 Explain your amswer,

3. Compare the values of Mommy'’s pavents with the values she teaches her own children,

4. How is McBride’s mother’s need to stay in constant motion developing into a motif?

5.  How does Chapter 6 function as comic relief?

6.  Explain the symbolic connotations in the metaphor “God is the color of water.”

7. Exphin the function of Chapter 65 tide, “The New Testament.”
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Chapters 7and &

1]

1. Why is Tatels attitude toward his black customers ivonic?

2. Read the following quotation from Chapter 7 and explain how the ideas it presents
contributed to McBride’s mather’s personal development:

Tatch hated black people. He'd call the litle children bad names in Yiddish and make fun of
their parents, too, “Look at them laughing,” he'd say in Yiddish. “They don’t have a dime n their
pocker and they're always langhing.” But be had plenty ol money and we were all mizerable,

3. In Chapter 8, how does the author create Jamor in the paragtaph sbout his brothex Dennis?

6 STHDY GUIDE




The Color of Water ) STUDENT GOPY

4. Explain the causes of Helen’s conflict with her family,

[

5. TRead the following quotation from Chapter 8 and explain how the author’s dictlon reflects
how the protagonist experiences the events portxayed.

More cosamotion. T heard the hoys downstaits saying, "All xight, break It up. Hold hex, Billy,
wait—" Beom! Laughter by the boys, an agonized cry by Rosetta, "Oh, yow're gonna get it nowl”
Whomp! Helens scream, Another tossle, The sound of famiture fylng, David shouting, a lamyp
breaking. More laughter and cursing ... A veberment argument ensned, and T heard Helen declare
she was leaving, Suddexly the boys got serious.

6. How does Belen’ experience in Chaptet 8 parallel Sam’ experience in Chapter 72 How does
the connection between these two chapters reflect the structure of the book as a whole?

. ' ' 7 oY aUmE



The Color of Water STUDENT GoPY

Chapters 9 and 10

1.  ‘What is the effeét of the narrator’s use of polysyndeton at the end of the first paragraph of
Chapter 97

2. Ruth says that people wexe a “better kind of poor” years ago, What does that mean?

3. In Chapter 10, explain how Jamess confusion about the existence of Jews produces
dramatic irony.
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4, What does the “boy who lived in the mixror” represent to James?

5. Hxplain the symbolic significance of the mirror,

6,  Explain what “tragic mulatio” means,

7. Explain how Chapter 10 develops the idea that racism is harmful.
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Ghapters 11 and 12

1. Esplain the factors detailed in Chapter 11 that prevent Ruth from assimilating into
American soclety. '

2. Intheparagraph hegimming with “1loved that boy ..." and ending with “... and you never
will,” what is Ruth’ attitude toward the South, and how does her diction convey this
attimade?

3, ‘When Ruth responds to Hunter Jordan's request for a date in Chapter 12 by saying, “But

1 got eight ids and they go to the movies too,” what is she conveying to him?

4, “Whatmight the simile comparing tearing down Humtex Jordan’s house to ripping out half
his arteries suggest about the effect that his home’s destuetion had on him?
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Shaptefs {3and 14

1. Read the following quotation from Chapter 13and explain what it conveys about Ruth’s
+ opinions on hex extended family’s values.

Now they were a lunny family. They kepr thelr feelings secret, bottled up inside them til they
swelled and burst out like a water balloon you squeeze.

2. InRuth’s opindon, what makes her relatives “American”?

3, How does Chapter 13 furthex refnforce that Ruths need to stay in constant. motion Is bejvg
- wsed as a motif?
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4, How is James’s attitude in Chapter 14 similax to that of Ruth’ extended famtly in Chapter
137 How are his reasons for his actions shmilar to his mother’s?

5, How dd the events of Chapter 14 paraliel the events of Chaptex 137

6. How does the imagery the author uses to deseribe Chicken Man prodtice humor while
also conveying James’s affection for him?

7.  How does the scene in which Chicken Man chastises James for “flwnkin’ school”
foreshadow an eventual change in James's character?
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Chapters 15 and 16

How does Chapter 15 affect Petex’s chavacterization?

Explain how the author builds veader sympathy for Ruth in Chapter 15,

What can you infer is the reason that Tateh gives Ruth the money for her eap and gown?

How does McBride create suspense in Chapter 167

How do the second and third paragraphs of Chapter 16 create dramalic rony?
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Chapters 17 gnd 18

1. In Chapter 17, how does the narrator bujld suspense?

2. In Ghapter 18, what can you infer is the reason that Ruth insists that David not plead
gullty to a traffic violation?

3. How does the author's diction help convey James$ conflicted feelings about werking on
" the Dawson estate?
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Bhapters 19 and 20

‘What does the antiphrasis in the following quotation from Chapter 19 convey about
Ruth’s attitude toward both her father and prevailing societal practices?

The way Tateh treated hex, they'd call her an “abused woman” today. Back then they just called
you “wife,"

Explain why Ruths promise to Dee-Dee in Chaptex 19 is appropriate in tevms of Ruth's
characterization. -

Explain the irony of Ruth’s hostility to James’s girlfriend Karone in Chapter 20.

Explain the meaning of the term “sugar days” in the context of the paragraph fn which it
appears.

How does James’s conversation with Eddie Thompson indicate that Ruth McBride-Jordan
is likely a reliable narrator?

‘What can you fnfer from the fact that Eddie Thompson points to the ground in response
to James’s declaration that he would like to find his grandfather?
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Chaptars 21 and 22

1. Explain why Chapter 21 is the climax of Ruth’s narrative,

2, Ezplain the symbolic significance of “a bird who fiies,”

3. In Chapter 22, what can you infer is the reason that James feels uncomfortable when
introduced to the black janitor of a Jewish school?

4,  Explain why Chapter 22 tepresents the climasx of James’s narxative.
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Chapters 23 and 24

1. How does Chapter 23 express the fact that vackim was culturally acceptable duting the 1950s?

2. The anniversary celebration for New Brown Memoxial Chuxch is described in medias es.
Explain why this literary technique is suited to Chapter 24% theme.

3. How does Chapter 24 namative structure frame the chapter around Ruth’s return to New
Brown Memorial Baptist Chuuch? ‘
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Chapter 25 and Epilogus

- 1. How does McBride convey his disdain for his black reportex coworkers who “{wield] their
race like baseball bats"1

2. Explain how the following simile reflects the overall structure of the book:

... as she lald her life hefore me, 1 reassembled the tableau of her words like a picture puzzle, and
as 1 did, so my own life was rebuilt.

3, In the epilogue, how does the narrator indicate that his mother has indeed accepted her
past? ‘
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