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 Peace has always been society’s goal. However, though we claim to value it so highly, 

we rarely make any moves towards it. It certainly takes a special person to stand up for what is 

right and just. St. Thomas More was one of these people.  

St. Thomas More famously wrote in his book Utopia, “Kindness and good nature unite 

men more effectually and with greater strength than any agreements whatsoever, since thereby 

the engagements of men’s hearts become stronger than the bond and obligation of words.” In this 

quote, St. Thomas More shares the true secret to peace and uniting people. He is saying that 

being kind simply for the sake of being kind is a much stronger way of uniting and bonding 

people than using empty promises and agreements that are purely for personal benefit. Bonds 

that we make purely for our own benefit are not strong bonds at all. If we want to unite people, 

we have to do so through the kindness and goodness of our own hearts. 

 Currently, wildfires are raging through California’s north and south. Between the fires, 

about 90 people have been killed and there are almost 500 reported missing. In the town of 

Paradise, there is nothing left. However, smoke isn’t the only thing in the air - hate and blame 

also surround this tragedy. Sadly, instead of joining together to rebuild from the ashes, many 

politicians are pointing fingers at each other, blaming each other for the fires. It is devastating to 

see that people have lost everything, and all these politicians care about is whose fault it is.  

 In these times of struggle, we have to lift each other up, not tear each other down. When 

people need support, we should do everything in our power to give that to them. It doesn’t need 

to be big. Just a simple prayer can move mountains for these people. If we can stop pointing 

fingers at each other and thinking, “well it’s not my problem”, we will be taking crucial steps 

towards a more united front. We have to set aside our own political viewpoints and just realize 



that people need help. It doesn’t matter their race, gender, sexual orientation, etc. All that matters 

is that they are human.  

 Everybody has a different viewpoint. That’s just a fact. But whether we personally agree 

with them or not, it is important to try to understand where they are coming from. It is easy to 

jump on someone and be offended when someone has a different viewpoint than you. You see it 

all the time on social media. One person will state their opinion, and then will get attacked and 

ridiculed for speaking their mind. I don’t have social media, but I’ve heard many stories. There is 

one app that has been causing a ton of problems in my school, Lipsi. Lipsi is a completely 

anonymous app where you can tell people what you really think about them. Because it’s 

anonymous, it is so easy for people to just go and post “I think your ugly” or “I hate you so 

much”. It’s hurtful. People take the opportunity to be anonymous and use it to attack their own 

classmates and peers. 

It’s easy to hide behind a screen and become anonymous. It’s easy to attack others simply 

for speaking their mind. But just because it’s easy doesn’t mean it’s right. It’s wrong.  

We can stop these attacks on social media with one simple word, “Why?” By simply 

taking the time and asking why, we can better understand where this person is coming from and 

why they feel this way. By listening to each other’s simple truths, we can open up our hearts to 

one another and truly connect. If we make a simple human connection with one another, we can 

better understand each other’s viewpoints and find a common, uneven ground.  

There is a blog, The Humans of New York, that perfectly embodies opening up to people 

and making simple human connections. The Humans of New York was started by Brandon 

Stanton as a photography project in 2010. Its original purpose was to create a picture catalog of 

10,000 random New Yorkers on the streets, but it quickly morphed into a window for The 



Humans of New York’s followers to glimpse into the lives of strangers. These strangers tell 

Stanton about their hopes, their dreams, their struggles. It’s beautiful. These people don’t even 

know Stanton, but they make that connection with him by sharing their stories. Even if they 

don’t realize it at the time, sharing their viewpoints on the world helps connect everyone. 

Some people feel that in order to draw attention to an issue, they have to do something 

big, which may or may not end up in pandemonium. These people believe that violence is the 

answer, that justice can’t be brought without chaos. These people are wrong.  

Justice and peace can be brought about without violence. Take the Parkland shooting for 

example. Instead of the community falling apart and erupting in chaos, they came together and 

spoke out. The student body of the school and the Parkland community created the nation-wide 

movement of #NeverAgain and spoke out against gun violence. Their mission was to secure 

justice for their community, and they accomplished that goal without the violence that so many 

deem necessary. They proved that if a bunch of small voices join together, they can make a huge 

difference.  

     St. Thomas More believed in justice. He believed in uniting people from the kindness 

of our own hearts and finding common ground in spite of our differences. He believed in making 

authentic human connections and using our voices, not weapons, to bring about peace. If we 

want to truly spark world peace, we need to believe in these statements too. But not just believe 

in them, act on them. 

 
 
  


