Annual Summer Meeting at Snowshoe Mountain
Hosted by:
The Associated Builders and Contractors of West Virginia

Friday, July 26, 2019
3:00 PM-5:00 PM
6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Saturday, July 27, 2019
7:30 AM - 9:00 AM

8:00 AM - 8:45 AM
8:45 AM - 9:45 AM
9:45 AM - 10:00 AM
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM
10:30 AM - 11:00 AM
11:00 AM - 11:45 AM

Remainder of Day

ABCWV Board of Directors Meeting, Eagle Board Room
Opening Night Cocktail Reception, Tygart B
(Hors D’oeuvres & Refreshments Provided)
Breakfast Provided
Breakfast & All Meeting Sessions Will Take Place in Tygart A
Addressing & Recovering from Fraud
Stephen Connolly, Office of the State Auditor
Group Whole Life Insurance: A New Employee Benefit for Contractors
Richard Lewis, Fringe Assist
**BREAK**
How to Grow a More Robust WV Economy
Wood “Woody” Thrasher, The Thrasher Group & Candidate for Governor
Update on New Growth & Development in WV
Ed Gaunch, WV Secretary of Commerce
**KEYNOTE ADDRESS**
Morrisey v. AFL-CLO, et. al: WV Right to Work Appeal Case
Patrick Morrisey, WV Attorney General
BLUES, BREWS & BBQ Festival - Skidder Stage

Please make sure to wear your nametags for all of the ABCWV Events
For Any Questions or Assistance Contact Stacy McGhee, smcghee@abcwv.org or (304) 346-8791

Associated Builders & Contractors of West Virginia
Summer Meeting at Snowshoe
Friday July 26-Saturday July 27, 2019

Guest Speakers

Stephen Connolly
Special Counsel
Office of the State Auditor

Steve is the Special Counsel and Director of the Fraud Unit for the State Auditor. He began
working for Auditor McCuskey in December of last year. Prior to that, Steve was the Deputy
Secretary of State and Chief Legal Counsel for Secretary Mac Warner directing the voter
fraud and investigation unit. Before that, Steve was a Deputy Attorney General for 4 years,
assigned as the Division Director of Attorney General Morrisey’s Public Integrity Section
where he supervised the lawyers and staff representing the Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety
(DMAPS). Steve received an appointment as a Special Assistant United States Attorney in 2014 to fight public corruption in Northern West Virginia. He also served as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in Putnam County for 11
years and the City Attorney for Hurricane for 7 years. He has served his community as a volunteer firefighter for
over 25 years. Steve is a 2002 graduate of the WVU College of Law, and he holds Master’s and undergraduate
degrees from the Jacksonville Theological Seminary, West Virginia State University, and Blue Ridge CTC.

Richard M. Lewis
Director of Strategic Partnerships
Fringe Assist

Richard Lewis graduated from the University of Charleston with a Bachelor of Science in
Accounting and a Master of Business Administration. After working as the Chief
Financial Officer for both a manufacturing company in Georgia and a coal mining
company in West Virginia, Richard switched industries and joined the property and
casualty insurance industry where he stayed for more than 40 years. During this time,
he specialized in bonding and employee benefit programs for contractors and coal operators. This led him
to Fringe Assist in late 2017. Since then, he has launched a permanent life insurance program for contractors working in the Davis-Bacon space. To date, he has developed over 500 brokerages in the U.S. When
Richard is not working he enjoys life in Arizona with his wife Vickie.
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Wood “Woody” Thrasher
Chairman of the Board
The Thrasher Group

Thrasher earned his degree from WVU in 1977 and started Thrasher Engineering with his
dad in 1983, but his working days started at an early age, from delivering newspapers to
working construction jobs to put himself through college. The Thrasher Group now has 11
offices in seven states with about 700 people, and is proud the business hires many graduates of WV colleges and universities. White Oaks Development is one of Thrasher's
proudest business successes. Thrasher counts his three sons as his greatest accomplishment, and was honored to be asked to serve as secretary of the WV Department of Commerce in December
2016. Thrasher has been proud to serve in leadership positions for numerous local, state and regional organizations, including chairman of the WVU Alumni Association and president of Genesis Youth Center. Thrasher has
been honored to receive several awards over the years, but among his most cherished have been Ernst &
Young’s Entrepreneur of the Year in 2000 and The Exponent-Telegram’s Entrepreneur of the Year in 2013.

C. Edward Gaunch
WV Secretary of Commerce
WV Department of Commerce

C. Edward Gaunch, who has been a member of the State Senate representing District since
2014, is a native of Boone County. After graduating from WVSU in 1970 with a double
major in Economics and Political Science, he spent more than 3 decades in the insurance
industry including 28 years at the Carson Agency in Charleston where he served as President and CEO for a number of years. He has served on numerous professional boards and
is also an active member of his church, Emmanuel Baptist, where he has been a deacon and
Sunday School teacher. In 2018, Mr. Gaunch was appointed by Governor Jim Justice to serve as Cabinet Secretary
for the WV Department of Commerce beginning in January 2019. The mission of commerce is to promote and
preserve the well-being of the citizens of WV by providing a cooperative, interagency system that stimulates diverse economic growth, encourages the appropriate use of our state’s abundant natural resources, improves the
safety and productivity of our workforce and promotes the beauty and desirability of our state as a world-class
tourism destination.

Keynote Speaker

Patrick Morrisey
West Virginia Attorney General
Patrick Morrisey was elected as the Attorney General for the State of West Virginia on
November 6, 2012, and reelected to a second term Nov. 8, 2016. He was initially sworn
into office on January 14, 2013.
Patrick Morrisey is the first Republican to serve as Attorney General in West Virginia
since 1933, and as a resident of Harpers Ferry, Morrisey is also the first Attorney General from Jefferson County in our state's history.
Since becoming Attorney General, Morrisey has made fighting fraud, waste, abuse, and
corruption a top priority of the Office. Shortly after taking office, he instituted a new policy
for hiring outside counsel that has dramatically increased transparency and saved the state more than $11.9
million. He has also returned more than $39 million in monies to the state and has brought in many millions more
to state agency clients and consumers.
In late 2015, Attorney General Morrisey established a partnership with the Social Security Administration to fight
disability fraud. That program has saved more than $16.3 million since its inception in West Virginia.
In 2014, Attorney General Morrisey called on the West Virginia Legislature to do thorough audits and performance reviews of all state agencies to help detect any abuse of taxpayer dollars. Morrisey has been a staunch
advocate of fundamental reforms to reshape our state’s economic climate and help West Virginia reach its potential.
In addition, Morrisey has been one of the most active Attorneys General in the country fighting federal overreach
by filing lawsuits and submitting amicus briefs before the U.S. Supreme Court and other courts on a number of
issues, ranging from protecting the Second Amendment to defending state jobs and our valuable energy resources. Morrisey is spearheading the 27 State litigation against the President’s Clean Power Plan, one of the
most illegal and unprecedented regulations in our country’s history. In February 2016, the Morrisey-led coalition
won a historic and unprecedented stay of the Power Plan at the U.S. Supreme Court.
During his tenure in office, Morrisey also has transformed the Office to aggressively fight the state’s substance
abuse epidemic. That includes development of best practices for prescribers and dispensers, a first-of-its-kind
initiative in West Virginia endorsed by a broad array of state and national stakeholders.
Morrisey secured a $160 million Internet settlement in December 2015, which marked the largest, independently
negotiated consumer protection settlement in West Virginia’s history.
In practice since 1992, Morrisey worked on many high profile health care matters in private practice prior to serving as Attorney General, and possesses a broad array of experience on regulatory issues, Medicare, Medicaid,
policy, fraud and abuse investigations, legislative matters, strategic counseling, and legal and policy challenges
to federal statutes and regulations.
Between 1999 to 2004, Morrisey served as the Deputy Staff Director and Chief Health Care Counsel to the
House of Representatives Energy and Commerce Committee, helping draft and negotiate major legislation, including the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 and the Bioterrorism and Public Health Preparedness Act of
2002. Morrisey served as the principal liaison for the House of Representatives Energy and Commerce Committee on health care issues to the White House, the U.S. Senate, the House of Representatives, the Department of
Health and Human Services and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
Morrisey graduated with honors from Rutgers College in 1989 earning Bachelor of Arts degrees in history and
political science. He received a juris doctor from Rutgers Law School-Newark in 1992.
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