MEMBER OF THE MONTH FEBRUAR 2024 – ELIZABETH VAN ZANDT
For many years Elizabeth Van Zandt has consistently served on the Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce Downtown Council Board, however most notably we are acknowledging her accomplishments as the 2023 Chair.  Elizabeth set a goal last year to grow the Council by inviting more people to join it and raise awareness of important issues among a wider audience. She did this by holding the monthly meetings offsite at different business locations providing them with spotlights and tours. She also coordinated guest speakers to present on various topics.  Elizabeth shared, “Many people expressed to me how valuable the meetings were and gave them a better understanding of what is happening in the community and how they can get involved.  All of which resulted in greater advocacy for both the Chamber and downtown Fort Lauderdale.” 

Elizabeth has almost 20 years of planning, transportation and mobility, economic development, and public art experience in the South Florida region. As the Executive Vice-President of the Fort Lauderdale Downtown Development Authority (DDA), Elizabeth is tasked with helping fulfill the agency vision of being a vibrant, sustainable, and inclusive world-class downtown. Her primary focus is on budgeting, financials, grants, procurement, contracting, project development, legal agreements and leases, compliance, asset management, and special real estate projects. She also serves as the Vice-President of the Huizenga Park Foundation, a 501(C)3 created in 2022 to help advance the Reimagined Huizenga Park project.

Other community involvement included previously serving as Chair of the Urban Land Institute’s Southeast Florida/Caribbean District Leadership Institute Recruitment Committee, Chair of the Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale’s Masterplan and Project’s committee, and Vice-Chair of the Transportation Management Association.  

Elizabeth received both her degrees from Florida Atlantic University (Go Owls!), a Bachelor’s in Urban and Regional Planning and a Master’s in Public Administration.  When not busy working, she enjoys her time with her very active son who likes to play and watch many various sports. She is also a lover of performing arts and you can find her enjoying the many cultural offerings in our community.

Please join us in recognizing Elizabeth for her dedication to the Chamber organization and making a positive impact on our community!  She can be reached at:

Elizabeth Van Zandt, Executive Vice-President
Fort Lauderdale Downtown Development Authority
201 E Las Olas Blvd., Suite 1150, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
Email: elizabeth@ddaftl.org
Phone: 954-463-6574  
Website: www.ddaftl.org and www.huizengapark.org 

Coordinated by the Ambassador Committee, those selected for this Chamber recognition have gone above and beyond in assisting both the organization and its members. Anyone can submit a nomination; however the recipient must either conduct business with fellow members, refer prospective members or be actively involved on a Council, Committee, Leads Group, Board, Sponsor/Host an event. You can nominate a member here. For questions, please contact Member of the Month Committee Chair, Ann Mihaiu, at ann@fortlauderdalemedia.com. 
