Unit 19, Session

5

Jesus at the Temple
SESSION IN A SENTENCE: Even as a child, Jesus prioritized the work His
Father had given Him to do.

BACKGROUND PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52

Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God, that He is fully divine. Christians also
believe that Jesus is fully human. The Old Testament foretold that the promised One,
the Messiah, would be a man (Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Mic. 5:3), and the New Testament affirms
that Jesus’ earthly life bore all the marks of Him being human. Jesus grew in wisdom
and in stature from…
His conception
		to a baby born
			to a toddler
				to a young boy
					to a young man
						to a man on a mission.
What are some ways Jesus may have grown in wisdom and in stature?
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Group Time
Point 1: J esus demonstrates wisdom in God’s law
(Luke 2:40-47).
The boy grew up and became strong, filled with wisdom, and God’s grace was
on him.
41
Every year his parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. 42 When
he was twelve years old, they went up according to the custom of the festival.
43
After those days were over, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming he was in the traveling party,
they went a day’s journey. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.
46
After three days, they found him in the temple sitting among the teachers, listening
to them and asking them questions. 47 And all those who heard him were astounded
at his understanding and his answers.
40

The fourfold description of Jesus in verse 40 is a brief but significant summation of His
life as a child. Luke emphasized Jesus’ full humanity, not only that He grew from an
infant to a boy to a man but also that He grew in His wisdom and perception of God’s
will. God’s grace was on Jesus, which meant that He was the object of God the Father’s
special attention, yet this was still reflective of His status as a human being.
Why is it important to keep in mind that Jesus is fully human as we are?

Jesus’ parents again demonstrated their faithfulness to the Lord by traveling to
Jerusalem every year to celebrate Passover. But on this occasion, twelve-year-old Jesus
remained in Jerusalem as His family left with a caravan of families to return home.
When they found Him—three days later!—Jesus was with the teachers in the temple.
Everyone in His presence was amazed at His wisdom and understanding as He listened
and asked questions. At this point in time, the religious leaders responded in wonder to
young Jesus’ wisdom. But as a man, the religious leaders would respond in outrage.
How can we grow in wisdom concerning the things of God?
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Point 2: Jesus prioritizes His Father’s work (Luke 2:48-50).
When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why
have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”
49
“Why were you searching for me? ” he asked them. “Didn’t you know that it was
necessary for me to be in my Father’s house? ” 50 But they did not understand what he
said to them.
48

Mary spoke to Jesus as a child and referenced the impact His actions had on herself and
Joseph, His earthly father. They were anxious and scared. What parent wouldn’t be?
Jesus, however, responded with His first words in Luke’s Gospel, words that spoke to
His identity: The God of the temple they were standing in is His Father; He is the Son
of God. This response confounded Mary and Joseph even as it confirmed His unique
relationship with God the Father.
It had been twelve years since the angelic
messenger had proclaimed to Mary that Jesus was
the Son of God. But despite the past revelations
she and Joseph had received concerning Jesus,
Mary seems to have forgotten just who her Son
really was and what He had come to do. This
incident in the temple provided a needed reminder
of Jesus’ identity to His earthly parents. It also
clarified the focus of His mission: His priority
was obedience to His heavenly Father.
What are some ways believers need
to prioritize the mission of God in
their lives?

Voices from
Church History
“His whole life and death
were nothing else but
perfect obedience to the
will of his heavenly Father,
and he was always fully
occupied in that task. He
teaches us that if we look to
be children and co-heirs by
adoption along with Christ
of his Father’s kingdom,
we must also along with
our Master and Lord yield
ourselves up wholly to the
will of our heavenly Father
and always be occupied in
his business.” 1
–Bernard Gilpin (c. 1517-1583)
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Point 3: J esus increases in favor with God and with
people (Luke 2:51-52).
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to them.
His mother kept all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and with people.
51

After this incident, Jesus went home to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph, and they
returned to life as they knew it. It is important to know that this was not an incident of
disobedience in Jesus’ life but a display of His priority in obeying His heavenly Father.
Perhaps this is why Luke mentioned Jesus’ submission and obedience to His earthly
parents in the days and years that followed. God’s law mandates that children obey their
parents, so God the Son incarnate, or in the flesh, obeyed His earthly parents.
In what areas of your life are you encouraged to obey the Lord because
of the Son of God’s perfect obedience to His sinful earthly parents?

The last thing Luke notes in this section is that Jesus increased in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and with people. Verse 52 serves as a transition from Jesus’
childhood to His adulthood, describing the trajectory of Jesus’ life for the next eighteen
years. As the years passed, the wisdom Jesus exemplified in the temple scene, His
understanding of the Scriptures, and His discernment of God’s purpose only increased.
The Son of God took on humanity, and the Boy became a Man that He might die in
our place so we might find favor with God and others.
Jesus’ Humanity: In addition to being fully divine, the Bible also affirms
that Jesus is _____________________ human. The New Testament affirms that
Jesus’ earthly life bore all the marks of being a human. He experienced the
circumstances _______________________ to living as a human being, such as hunger,
thirst, weariness, sorrow, and _____________________.
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My Mission
Because we belong to God in Christ, we strive to
grow in wisdom and obedience as we join with
Jesus in being about the Father’s work.
• W hat steps of obedience to the
heavenly Father will you take because
of the salvation and example of Christ
our Savior?
• W
 hat are some ways your group can
help each other to grow in wisdom and
in favor with God and others?
• How will you prioritize the Father’s
work of salvation in your life and in
your relationships with others?

Voices from
the Church
“When we see ourselves in
need of grace, and when
we see that our children
and disciples are also in
need of grace because they
are just like us, then we
can hold out the cross as
our answer for everything
because it was Jesus’s
answer for everything. Now
nothing stands in the way
of our enjoyment of God
forever. Let’s run together
with him wherever he leads
us while we are yet alive on
this earth.” 2
–Gloria Furman

Notes
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Daily Study
Day 1: Read Matthew 2:1-12
The journey of the wise men, these non-Israelite astrologers from the Far East, to
Jerusalem to worship the King of the Jews might seem a bit out of place. That is, unless
you remember the vision proclaimed by Isaiah years before, namely, all nations and
people will seek God and learn to walk according to His ways (see Isa. 2:1-4). Matthew’s
account is a reminder that the God of the universe desires all people to worship Him.
And He will draw all peoples to Himself in Christ (Isa. 49:6; John 12:32).
God still seeks to bring all people to Jesus. This is the good news of the gospel. God
takes the initiative in bringing those who are far away close to Him. Once people find
Jesus, like the wise men did, by God’s grace they will also worship Him as the treasure
of their quest.
Why is the wise men’s seeking and worshiping of Jesus relevant to how
the gospel message led us to find Jesus?

Day 2: Read Matthew 2:13-23
It is interesting that Jesus’ family fled to Egypt to save His life from the destruction of
Herod. It was Jesus’ ancestors who fled from Egypt after God spared them from the
destruction He brought about because of Pharaoh, another selfish and violent ruler.
Once Herod died, Jesus returned to Israel. The prophets often recounted how God
had faithfully brought Israel out of Egypt in the exodus. Here, Matthew makes this
connection, comparing the rescue and deliverance of Israel (God’s “son”) to Jesus’, who
is the true Israelite who will rescue and deliver all of God’s people (v. 15).
How amazing it is that the sovereign God of the universe orchestrated events centuries
apart to allow His people to see connections and recognize His power in bringing dual
fulfillment to His promises. This is the same God who works His will in your life. He
knows where you will go and what you will do. His sovereign hand still guides history.
How does God’s control over historical events as depicted in the Bible
encourage you in your personal relationship with Him?
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Day 3: Read Luke 2:39-47
Jesus’ family annually made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. This was
not an easy journey; however, this journey exemplified the faithfulness of Jesus’ parents.
The journey itself was formative to them as they remembered the Passover from the
Old Testament, which commemorated God’s deliverance, or exodus, of His people
out of slavery in Egypt. As Exodus 12–13 remind us, the night before the exodus of
God’s people, the death angel (or “destroyer”) visited the firstborn in the last plague
of judgment over Egypt. However, when he came upon the household of an Israelite
family, he observed the blood of the Passover lamb smeared on the door and “passed
over” those homes.
For Israelites, the journey to celebrate Passover was done in thankfulness and
remembrance for God’s grace and mercy to their people. Little did Joseph and Mary
know that as they traveled to Jerusalem this time, their child would one day return to
Jerusalem as our Passover lamb to take away the sins of the world.
What feelings emerge within you as you read the Gospel accounts of
Jesus’ childhood, knowing He would later become our Passover lamb?

Day 4: Read Luke 2:48-50
We all need reminders of who God is and what His purposes are. The mother of Jesus
wasn’t any different. When Mary found Jesus in the temple after searching days for
Him, she stated, “Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”
Note that Mary spoke to Jesus as a child and referenced Joseph, His earthly father.
However, Jesus responded with His “first words” in this Gospel account, words that
identified the God of the temple as His Father: “Why were you searching for me?” …
“Didn’t you know that it was necessary for me to be in my Father’s house?”
This not only confirmed His unique relationship with God the Father, it also reminded
Mary of the same. Jesus had to be about His heavenly Father’s business, even if it
appeared to strain His relationship with His earthly parents. It had been twelve years
since the angelic messenger had proclaimed that Jesus was the Son of God, and this
incident served as a needed reminder to His earthly parents.
How have you seen the pursuit of God’s mission lead to family tension?
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Day 5: Read Luke 2:51-52
Once again, we are told of Jesus’ obedience to the law in Luke 2:51, namely, that He
was obedient to His parents. Being born under the law, Jesus also fulfilled the law even
toward honoring one’s father and mother (Ex. 20:12). In this sense, Jesus demonstrated
His perfect allegiance to God the Father in expressing His obedience to Joseph
and Mary.
Jesus’ obedience and allegiance to the heavenly Father in this passage is a pattern of
what’s to come. This chapter in Luke began when Jesus was a baby (2:16), moved
through His boyhood (2:40), made special note of when He was twelve years old (2:42),
and finally He is referred to by His name, Jesus (2:52). This is the Jesus who would say
to the Father, “Not my will, but yours, be done,” in the shadow of the cross (22:42).
How does our experience as children teach us about our responsibility
to submit to personal authority over us, especially God’s?

Encourage One Another
Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and
you are responding.
Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
• Jesus demonstrates wisdom in God’s law (Luke 2:40-47).
• Jesus prioritizes His Father’s work (Luke 2:48-50).
• Jesus increases in favor with God and with people (Luke 2:51-52).
How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?
Why should we expect to hear wisdom from other followers of Jesus?
In what ways have fellow Christians helped you to become wiser and
more about God’s work in the world?
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