
Tentative
Multi-Stage Return Plan

First Baptist Prattville

Governor Ivey’s “Safer-at-Home” order was issued on April 28, and it further emphasizes the need for a slow 
and measured process of returning to on-campus worship services. The following stages provide gradual 
steps for returning to in-person gatherings. Our staff team will continue to follow guidance from our local, 
state, and national officials as we seek to be part of the solution. We desire to guard our members, guests, 
and community from unnecessary risk while also doing all within our power to get back together as soon as 
we can. The stages below will serve as our church’s plan of action, but changes will surely be made as new 
information comes to light. Each stage will be reevaluated frequently to provide the best possible guidance 
for First Baptist Prattville and the community around us.

Stage 1: 
• Maintain current online worship services
• Maintain current telecommunication structures

Stage 2: 
• Maintain current online worship services

> Worship and media teams expand with proper social distancing
>  Sunday School classes/small groups encouraged to gather in homes, backyards, parks, etc. to meet  

if they are not in a high-risk category and must follow CDC recommendations for social distancing
• Begin to reopen offices with limited capacity

> Staff resumes office hours possibly on a rotational basis
> In-person staff and deacon meetings can resume with proper social distancing

Stage 3: 
• Maintain current online worship services
•  Option for Adult Sunday School classes to meet on campus at some point during the week through  

a scheduling process
>  Classes schedule with Jennifer Scarbrough to secure available room, date, and time  

(classroom options will contain limited availability in order to ensure proper social distancing  
inside classrooms and in hallways)

>  Those in high-risk categories as determined by the CDC are asked to remain home  
and not utilize this option

>  Anyone with fever (even low-grade) within 72-hours of meeting time should not attend class meeting
>  Meeting rooms and restrooms will be sanitized after the class concludes
>  No childcare available while classes meet on-campus



(Continued)

Stage 4: 
•  Begin to offer multiple on-campus worship services with pre-registration and seating controls while also 

maintaining the current Sunday morning livestream service for at-risk members and guests at home

Stage 6:  
•  Move to pre-coronavirus Sunday schedule with  

3 Sunday School hours and 2 worship services
>  Possible change in service times to provide 

appropriate cleaning
>  Safety protocols will be reevaluated,  

and CDC guidelines will be followed
•  Wednesday Night Options and age-division  

ministries will resume
• Safety guidelines:

>  All leaders and volunteers in every ministry 
area will be required to check temperature  
prior to serving on Sundays and Wednesdays

>  Strict cleaning and sanitizing guidelines will  
be followed

>  Those who are high-risk as determined by  
the CDC will be encouraged to worship at 
home through the livestream

Stage 5:  
•  Begin to minimize the numbers of services 

needed per weekend while maintaining the 
same protocols for in-person worship and  
Sunday School from Stage 4
>  Children of all ages continue to attend  

worship with parents
•  Sunday School classes will continue to 

meet through the scheduling system,  
gathering in homes, backyards, parks, etc. 
or via Zoom; no Sunday School  
classrooms will be available on Saturdays 
or Sundays to accommodate the in-person 
worship services

•  Sunday School classes will continue to meet through the scheduling system, gathering in homes,  
backyards, parks, etc. or via Zoom; no Sunday School classrooms will be available on Saturdays  
or Sundays to accommodate the in-person worship services

STAGE 6

>  Total of 5 services will be available
-  4 in-person services will be offered each  

weekend with 2 on Saturday and 2 on  
Sunday to provide adequate cleaning time  
in between services

-  The current Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. will  
remain available for online participants only

-  Children of all ages attend worship with parents
>  Online registration and call-in reservation will be 

available to secure seating
-  Tickets will not be required to prevent additional 

contact at entrances, but signage will provide 
reminders to pre-register for services

-  Each service’s registration will be limited to 215 
to provide enough room for worship, media, and 
staff teams as well as guests

>  Proper social distancing protocols will be followed
>  Anyone with fever (even low-grade) within 72-hours 

of meeting time should not attend in-person  
worship services

>  Hand sanitizer will be available in various places, 
but sanitizing hands will be required before  
entering each service

>  All staff members and other greeters will wear 
gloves and masks, and they alone will open and 
close doors as attenders enter and exit

>  There will be no formal greeting time  
during services

>  Offering boxes will be available at all  
Worship Center entrances and exits

>  We will continue to partake of the Lord’s Supper, 
but pre-packaged elements will be picked up  
upon entering instead of being distributed

>  Baptism can take place with one baptism per day 
(Saturday or Sunday) in order to provide time to 
drain the baptistery and sanitize the baptismal 
preparation rooms and restrooms (exceptions will 
be made for multiple baptisms within the same 
family); the pastor that is baptizing and all baptism 
team members must wear masks


