


Lunchtime via ZOOM with Controller Ron Galperin

During our time with Controller Ron Galerpin, we were treated to an in depth look into the 
updated LA Controller website.  He took us through the new COVID-19 resource hub that is 
updated daily with information about cases and deaths by community, age, ethnicity and 
gender. 


Additionally it features a dashboard illustrating the impact of the coronavirus on L.A. 
neighborhoods. This map shows how stimulus dollars are being distributed by community and 
provides information on hundreds of resources. These resources are organized into 16 
categories — for employees and job seekers, freelancers, renters, small business owners and it 
is offered in 70 different languages.


Controller Galperin also took us through the LA city reporting website which gives our 
community greater insight into the operations and spending of public funds.  The annual 



financial report even includes statistics on building permits, dog licenses, library books being 
checked out and much more.


In a recent report at the close of the city’s fiscal year on July 1st, the city finances are down 
$230 million than anticipated.  However, good news is they are up from last year.  Controller 
Galperin was encouraged that there is money set aside in a rainy day fund that will be 
considered for use in the coming year.


Amid the uncertainty that abounds surrounding COVID-19, the city has passed a place holder 
budget. They are looking at options to reduce spending such as furloughs and offers for early 
retirement.


The city has made several budget cuts including a $150 million to the LAPD and $133 million in 
city salaries.


The city’s $100 million rent relief program offered 50,000 tenants up to $2,000 per family had 
over 150,000 applicants in the first day. They are in the process of reviewing applications and 



disbursing funds.  The Map of the Stimulus Checks shows the disbursement of federal, state 
and city funds including the Payroll Protection Program and the Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
Program.

The Food for Californians page is currently the most visited page on the City Controller’s 
website.  It offers an interactive map for local food pantries. With unemployment at nearly 20 
percent and food banks are serving 10 times more working and low-income Californians during 
the pandemic. Therefore, Controller Galperin is releasing a statewide guide to free food 
resources. It builds upon Galperin’s Southern California food resource maps focused on 
the  City  and  County  of Los Angeles. Because COVID-19's influence is not limited to one 
geographic area, the resources were expanded to assist people in need statewide.




https://lacontroller.org/data-stories-and-maps/food-access-in-l-a/
https://lacontroller.org/data-stories-and-maps/food-pantries-across-l-a-county/

