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REOPENING PROTOCOLS FOR COLLEGES &
UNIVERSITIES COMING SOON, 18-49 YEAR OLDS MAKE
UP NEARLY 60 PERCENT OF NEW CASES, #TheRiskIsReal,
and #BYOM

The County of Los Angeles is regularly updating resources on COVID-19 and offers today's

update in an effort to keep you and yours informed. Please share the following up-to-date
information:

Coming Soon: Reopening Protocols for Colleges & Universities
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Photo: East Los Angeles College

LA County's Department of Public Health (DPH) has urged colleges and universities in the
County to have plans in place for the continuation of distance learning, given the recent
increases in COVID-19 cases, test positivity rate, and hospitalizations in the County.
Currently, colleges and universities remain closed statewide, except where supporting
essential workforce activities.

DPH is working closely with the State to ensure that when students return to campuses, the
environment will be safe for all. Once State guidance is updated, DPH will release

a Reopening Protocol for Institutes of Higher Education to assist colleges and universities plan
toward the eventual return to in-person instruction. Stay tuned!

18-49 Year Olds Make Up Nearly 60% of New COVID Cases



Daily Average COVID-19 Case Rates per 100,000 by Age Category
Past 7-day Average — August 2, 2020
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The COVID-19 epidemic in LA County continues to affect younger County residents. According
to data shared this week by LA County's Department of Public Health (DPH) and the
Department of Health Services (DHS), trends continue to show a steep increase in the
number cases and hospitalizations among LA County's young adult population.

Cases

DPH announced residents between the ages of 18 and 49 years old make up nearly 60%
of new COVID-19 cases in LA County - and those between 30 and 49 years of age have
the highest rate among ALL age groups.

In the above slide, the blue line (which represents adults ages 30-49) has the highest case
rate among all age groups in LA County. The yellow line (which represents people ages 18-
29) shows how case rates have quadrupled for this group from nearly 200 cases in early June
to a peak of 882 on July 23rd. This explosive growth in cases shows that young adults are
driving the infections in the County.

Hospitalizations

But rates of new cases isn't the only concern for LA County's young adults. Younger residents
are also being hospitalized more than before. In fact, people between the ages of 30 and 49
years old account for 25% of hospitalized patients in the County. According to DHS,
patients 18 to 29 years old now account for more than twice the proportion of ALL
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hospitalizations than they did in April - and they match the hospitalization rate of
people 80 years or older.

Young patients, including those with no underlying health conditions, are arriving to
emergency departments unable to breathe. Sadly, many are requiring hospitalization or
mechanical ventilation, too. No one is invincible.

Help us slow the spread of COVID-19 among ALL populations in LA County by complying to
the public health directives in place -- continue to wear a face covering, continue to practice
physical distance and continue to avoid gathering with people you don't live with.

#TheRiskIsReal

“It happened
to me. It can
happen to
anyone.”
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Christine, a 31-year-old LA County resident (pictured above) was a COVID-19 patient in our
hospital system. She's now recovered and is sharing her experience with you to spread
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‘ #TheRiskisReal
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awareness of the importance of masking up, keeping six away from people we don't live with
it, and washing our hands regularly.

People under 50 now represent the majority of the County's cases of COVID-19. Given this
trend, LA County has launched a social media and billboard campaign with the help of COVID-
19 survivors. It's called "The Risk Is Real."

Click here to view the campaign, and be sure to follow @CountyofLA on Twitter, Instagram
and Facebook to share #TheRiskIsReal with those you hold dear.

#BringYourOwnMask Challenge

Weeks ago, LA County launched the #BYOM Challenge encouraging County residents to
"bring your own mask", wherever you go. Since then, many have posted selfies or videos of
themselves wearing their masks and encouraging others to bring them (and wear them) in
order to slow the spread of COVID-19. One of those is the City of LA's @ReadyLA who shared
the below video (you can also watch it with Spanish or Korean subtitles):

Other partners include the City of Pasadena and Retired Professional Boxer (& Olympic Gold-
Medal Winner) Oscar De La Hoya, who tells us how YOU can knock out COVID-19:
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To watch Oscar De La Hoya's video in Spanish, click here.

Have your own selfie or video to share? If so, don't forget to tag @CountyofLA and show us
how you're joining the #BYOM challenge!

And if you're not up for recording yourself, but want to help us get the word out, use
our #BYOM Toolkit which contains shareable graphics and language made especially for you.

Great Plates Delivered... to a Senior Near You.

Through LA County's Great Plates Delivered, you can help a local senior or business in your
community.This meal assistance program offers eligible seniors with three (3) home-delivered
meals a day. Seniors over 65, seniors 60-64 years of age who have been diagnosed or
exposed to COVID-19 or those at high-risk for COVID-19 may qualify. When you help a senior
connect to Great Plates Delivered you're also helping your local restaurant, hospitality and
transportation community get back to work.

To learn more or apply for this program before September 9th, click here.

COVID-19 Digital Communications Guide & Toolkit

View our updated COVID-19 Digital Communications Guide, and get tips on Best Practices,
Do's and Don'ts, Key Messaging, and our Social Media Toolkit - with multi-lingual graphics and
messages like the ones seen below.
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Access our Social Media Toolkit here.
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Spanish: Casi el 68% de los casos recientes de COVID-19 ocurrieron entre personas
menores de 50 anos. Usted puede pensar que no le puede pasar a usted, pero el riesgo es
real. Vea historias de sobrevivientes en covid19.lacounty.gov/risk. #TheRiskIsReal

Additional Information

The County of Los Angeles appreciates your continued partnership in responding to COVID-19
questions and needs of residents. For additional information, please visit:

e County of Los Angeles: covid19.lacounty.gov

e County of Los Angeles Public Health: publichealth.lacounty.gov

o (California Department of Public Health: cdph.ca.gov
e Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: cdc.gov
e Los Angeles County residents can also call 2-1-1
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