
 

OCTOBER 13, 2020 

FEDERAL UPDATES  

On October 13, Senate Majority Leader McConnell announced that 
the Republican-led Senate would take up a vote next week on a 
targeted, $500 billion coronavirus economic aid bill. The bill would 
include more funding for the Paycheck Protection Program, schools, 
and liability protections for businesses. There would also be more 
unemployment benefits and assistance for hospitals. Senate 
Democrats have blocked a similar proposal last month, repeatedly 
rejecting targeted aid proposals and preferring to deliver 
comprehensive bills that include funding for state and local 
governments. President Trump has encouraged Congress to 
accommodate a larger deal that will meet Democrats’ proposals. At 
the moment, Speaker Pelosi is committed to the $2.2 trillion proposal. 

The SBA’s Paycheck Protection Program concluded on August 8. 
SBA is no longer accepting PPP applications from participating 
lenders. The SBA has also updated their FAQ page regarding the 
program. The SBA’s Emergency Injury Disaster Loan program 
reopened its application process on June 15 for qualified small 
businesses and agricultural businesses. The EIDl Advance loan 
portion ($10,000 in grants) has concluded. The Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan disbursed about $130 billion in grants and loans, and 
has another $200 billion available through mid-December. Currently, 
there is no application deadline.  

Updates from the Federal government can be found here. 
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Work Sharing Program 

The State’s Employment Development Department is promoting its 
Work Sharing Program, which can be a temporary alternative to 
layoffs if the business’ production or services have been reduced. 
The program helps employers minimize or eliminate the need for 
layoffs, keep trained employees and quickly recover when business 
conditions improve, and avoid the cost of recruiting, hiring, and 
training new employees. Employees will be paid based on the 
standard EDD benefit rate, multiplied by the percent of hours worked 
(i.e. a full time employee whose hours have been reduced to 32 
hours/week would receive 20% of the standard unemployment 
insurance benefit). Click here for more. 

Governor Newsom announced the 4th round of the State’s project — 
Project Homekey. LA will receive $40 million to help deliver 243 
rooms of housing for unhoused Angelenos. LA also received $48.5 
million last week to acquire 5 hotel and apartment properties. 

The State unveiled an equity metric — a way to measure how cities in 
California are addressing COVID-19 measures equally — especially 
to those who are most vulnerable.  

Updates from the State can be found here.  

 

 

LOCAL UPDATES  

Guidance for Ventilation at Workplace Settings 

An important approach to lowering the concentrations of indoor air 
pollutants or contaminants including any viruses that may be in the air 
is to increase ventilation. This document provides information on how 
to improve ventilation through improving air circulation and air 
filtration. It’s important to take steps in increasing air circulation and 
improving air filtration to protect staff and customers.  

LA County is placed on Tier 1 in the State’s tier system. Our 
hospitalization numbers are declining - 673 people last week was the 
lowest day we’ve ever recorded. There has been a 34% drop in 
hospitalization in just 5 weeks. Our rate of infection remains low at 
.99. 

Capping Restaurant Delivery Fees 

The Mayor announced that the City is extending caps to another 90 
days past when indoor service is allowed at full capacity. The City is 
establishing additional enforcement tools to enforce compliance. 
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Over the next several weeks, playgrounds will be thoroughly 
inspected and cleaned before they open. New signs will be posted to 
enforce safety measures. The City is expanding our hours of 
operations for our tennis courts.  

Reopening (Indoor shopping centers, nail salons, playgrounds) 

On September 30, L.A. County gave an update that indoor shopping 
centers and nail salons can open with limited capacity over the next 
several days.  

Nail Salons can reopen for indoor services first, on October 1, but at 
25% capacity and with officials urging owners to keep outdoor 
services an option as long as possible.  

Indoor shopping malls can reopen on October 7 with 25% capacity, 
but all food courts and common areas will be closed. 

Outdoor playgrounds are open. No food or drinks allowed. Parents 
and children must wear masks and practice physical distancing from 
others. 

The County will assess data for the next two weeks to request 
moving tiers into a less restrictive level with the State. Hospitalization 
remains below 800 and the test positivity rate is between 3.0% and 
3.5%. 

The County is staking a staggered approach to reopening over the 
next several days and will announce further updates soon. 
Reopening resources from the County can be found here. 

“Open for Business” Initiative 

Mayor Garcetti and the City are partnering with Ritual and PayPal to 
launch Open For Business -- a collaboration to help small businesses 
across L.A. move to contactless transactions, implement touchless 
payments, and increase their online orders.Through this effort, Ritual 
will provide their commission-free digital ordering platform Ritual ONE 
to City of Los Angeles businesses at no cost through the end of the 
year. This includes waiving set-up, monthly subscription, and credit 
card processing fees. Businesses are able to opt out at any time 
without penalty. Additionally, PayPal will provide $1 million in 
discounts for customers of participating City of Los Angeles 
businesses on Ritual ONE, at no expense to the participating 
businesses. 

Open For Business is now signing up local businesses. To learn 
more about the program and enroll please visit the Open For 
Business website www.ritual.co/partners/losangeles. Ritual will 
extend the $0 monthly service fee for 250 Los Angeles City 
businesses to the end of 2021. Priority will be provided to brick and 
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mortar restaurants and stores that lack online presence and with the 
greatest need for technical support.  
 
Customers’ access to the $1 million in allowances will begin starting 
Monday, November 2nd, 2020. Additional details on how customers 
can access and spend the allowances will be shared closer to the 
upcoming launch date.  

 

  

Flu Shots 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
it’s even more critical than ever 
that Angelenos get their flu shots 
to keep our families and our city 
safe. We must avoid a 
“twindemic” of the flu and COVID-
19 that would strain our hospitals 
beyond capacity and put people 
at risk.  
 
The City is offering free flu shots 
at pop-up locations or you can find other places to get yours at 
Coronavirus.LACity.org/FluShot.  

Virtual Trade Mission w/ Vietnam 

The Mayor’s of International Affairs is organizing a two-day virtual 
trade mission (Oct 20, 21) to Vietnam in the areas of architectural 
design and sustainable construction, cybersecurity and e-commerce, 
renewable energy and clean technology, and smart city innovations. 
It will start with an embassy briefing on October 20 and have two 
days to cover the mentioned sectors. The program is offered at no-
cost and is designed to be an opportunity for established exporters to 
expand their sales and develop new leads, as well as a primer for 
companies that are new to exporting to Vietnam or even just curious. 
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The more established companies may have opportunities to present 
their products and services to the Vietnamese officials and business 
representatives. For the "entry-level" companies, it's more of a fact-
finding opportunity and a chance to see how a trade mission works 
with very little financial and time commitment. Click here for more. 

SafePass - Contact Tracing 

On September 9, Mayor Garcetti, L.A. County 
Officials, and Citizen CEO announced a 
partnership with SafePass, a mobile app that 
provides contact tracing capabilities for 
individuals throughout L.A. County. SafePass 
will allow users to self-report their symptoms 
for COVID-19 and receive notifications and 
alerts directly from the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health. All contact tracing 
data is anonymous, private, encrypted, and 
deleted after 30 days by Citizen. Officials 
encouraged residents to download the app to 
expand local efforts to track COVID-19 for L.A. County’s 10 million 
residents.  

Using Bluetooth technology and anonymized data, SafePass tracks 
any close contacts with other users, and alerts them to potential 
exposures. Any users who have meaningful contact with another user 
who later tests positive for COVID-19 will receive a notification to get 
tested. The app also offers immediate access to eligible users for a 
free at-home testing kit for those who have been notified of exposure 
through the app and provides up to date information about all active 
testing sites in L.A. County. All location data is anonymized and 
deleted after 30 days. To learn more about SafePass, visit 
citizen.com/safepass.  

COVID-19 Safety Compliance Certificate Program 

On September 10, L.A. County launched this program to help 
educate and train business owners to comprehensively implement 
the County’s safety directives. The CSCCP is a no-cost online 
training course that educates business owners on the essentials of 
the County Health Officer’s Orders and what they need to do to 
ensure that their business practices are aligned and in compliance 
with infection control and physical distancing requirements. After 
completing the training, businesses will receive a COVID-19 Safety 
Compliance Certificate that can be posted on storefronts. The training 
will be available in 13 languages and can be accessed online through 
the Department of Public Health’s COVID-19 website.  

Reopening Hair Salons for Indoor Services 

Effective September 2, hair salons and barbershops can resume 
indoor operations at 25% occupancy, as ordered by the State of 
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California. Hair salons and barbershops can reopen immediately with 
safeguards as LA County moves forward on the Roadmap to 
Recovery. As many services as possible should continue to be 
conducted outside. Click here for more details from the County. Click 
here for the City’s guidance document. 

LA Regional Covid Fund 

Round 5 opened on October 5. Grant finalists will be notified after 
each round. These will be grants, not loans, to help our small 
businesses that are the lifeblood of our economy. This program 
provides $5,000 grants to microentrepreneurs, and $15,000 grants to 
non-profits and small businesses. This is designed to help 
businesses that couldn’t find assistance through federal programs. 
Click here to learn more. 

L.A. Represents 

 
 

 

Services include helping vulnerable tenants, domestic violence 
victims, and low-income Angelenos with employment, consumer debt, 
and bankruptcy matters. Click here for more. 

Al Fresco Outdoor Dining - Extension 

The City is extending Al Fresco permits to December 31, 2020. 

On May 29, the Mayor Launched the first phase of L.A. Al Fresco to 
support outdoor dining opportunities for restaurants hit hard by the 
COVID-19 crisis, in coordination with the L.A. County Department of 
Public Health allowing dine-in service at restaurants.The City 
provides planters, barricades, and umbrellas for outdoor dining 
businesses to use in newly permitted spaces. More details of the 
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program and application for L.A. Al Fresco is available at 
coronavirus.lacity.org/alfresco  

 

Testing is critical to keeping our communities safe. Angelenos can 
find 100+ testing sites at http://coronavirus.lacity.org/Testing. The 
City and County’s contact tracers reach out by phone to everyone 
who is a close contact of someone who tests positive to collect 
potentially life-saving information. Please answer the call if you get a 
phone call from “L.A. Public Health”. 

 
 

Enforcement of COVID-19 Regulations on Large Gatherings 

Mayor Garcetti authorized the Department of Water to shut off power 
to properties that hosted large gatherings several times during the 
pandemic. As more cases have been surging across the state and 
county, these parties can act as “super-spreader events”, attended by 
younger “super-spreader people”. These tighter regulations come 
following high-profile large parties that occurred at a mansion on 
Mulholland Drive. To report violations, email 
SaferAtHome.Compliance@lacity.org. 

Enforcement of COVID-19 Regulations  
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Both the City and County remain committed to prioritizing the safety 
of Angelenos during this time. As such, the City is working with 
business and community partners to ensure the requirements and 
regulations for operations within the City’s Safer at Home Order are 
being observed. If you witness a business that is in violation of 
requirements for operation, please feel free to report that potential 
violation within the City’s complaint portal. All reported potential 
violations will be reviewed by the City Attorney’s office. While 
responding City personnel will always start by educating businesses 
that are found in violation of any operating protocols or requirements, 
businesses found to be repeat violators will be subject to progressive 
enforcement penalties, ranging from citation, to fines, to DWP shut 
off. In addition to business violations, the complaint portal can also be 
used to file complaints related to misuse of parks or public space, 
violations within skilled nursing facilities, construction sites, or 
landlords.  

Temporary Signage 

On July 24th, Mayor Garcetti announced a 
new policy regarding temporary signs. For 
the duration of the current emergency period, 
L.A. Department of Building and Safety will 
not issue Orders to Comply for temporary 
signs, provided that these signs comply with 
other applicable City regulations and land 
use ordinances. The City is also rescinding any Orders to Comply or 
related fees issued for temporary signs since the declaration of the 
emergency order on March 4, 2020. City inspectors will still enforce 
against temporary signs on construction walls or fences surrounding 
vacant lots.  

All temporary signs must still comply with the following requirements:  

 Cannot be permanently attached to the ground or a structure, 
only temporarily affixed to a window, wall, or fence;  

 Must be located on-site;  

 Must not exceed a maximum size of 2 sq ft for each foot of 
street frontage, and for signs posted in a window, a maximum 
of 10% of the window area; and,  

 For signs larger than 100 sq ft and made of cloth, must be 
flameproof consistent with City code.  

Eviction Protections 

Eviction protections are still in effect in LA County and not expiring. 
As protections are staying in place locally, we need our state and 
federal legislators to extend renter protections and provide financial 
relief for tenants and landlords across the state.  
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For free legal assistance, please visit our LA Represents page.  

 

Extending Relaxed Parking Enforcement 

The City is extending relaxed parking enforcement until October 1, 
making it easier for Angelenos all across our city to stay home 
whenever possible without being concerned about a ticket. Relaxed 
enforcement applies to residential street sweeping, expired 
registration, overnight / oversize parking districts, peak / rush hour 
and gridlock zone parking restrictions, and ticket / tow for oversized / 
overnight parking. In addition to these steps, Angelenos will not face 
parking fine increases when failing to pay a ticket. Residents will also 
be given extended grace periods for residential and commercial drop 
off or pick up; granted extensions on all deadlines for payments; and 
offered temporary permits that can be printed at home for those who 
have renewed their permit but will not receive the new hangtag before 
their current permit expires.  

LA Mask Print Project 

Wearing a mask is a sign of respect — to our neighbors, our nurses, 
doctors, and essential workers, our loved ones, and our fellow 
Angelenos. The City of L.A. teamed up with Studio Number One to 
develop these posters for you to put up in your home or your shop 
window. They are free to use — all you need is a printer. Los Angeles 
is a creative capital, and we want to harness that creativity to spread 
awareness about the importance of wearing masks. If you are 
interested in participating in this campaign to use public art for the 
public good, you can connect with our team at 
garcetti.reply@lacity.org. 
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RESILIENCE TOOLKIT FOR LOS ANGELES 
BUSINESSES 

 
The City’s Economic and Workforce Development Department is 
available to assist your small business in rebounding from the 
impacts of the COVID19 pandemic.  Businesses can connect to any 
one of the City’s nine regional BusinessSource Centers to receive 
technical assistance in helping your business plan for reopening. Or 
connect to the L.A. CARES Corps to receive assistance in applying to 
Federal SBA loans. 

 

The City’s Economic and Workforce Development Department is 
available to assist your small business in rebounding from the 
impacts of the COVID19 pandemic. Businesses can connect to any 
one of the City’s nine regional BusinessSource Centers to receive 
technical assistance in helping your business plan for reopening.Or 

http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=611&ID=98954&NL=14051&N=120440&SI=7376024&URL=https://ewddlacity.com/index.php/local-business/businesssource-centers
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=611&ID=98954&NL=14051&N=120440&SI=7376024&URL=https://ewddlacity.com/index.php/lacarescorps
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=611&ID=98954&NL=14051&N=120440&SI=7376024&URL=https://ewddlacity.com/index.php/local-business/businesssource-centers
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=611&ID=98954&NL=14051&N=120440&SI=7376024&URL=http://ewddlacity.com/index.php/microloan-program


connect to the L.A. CARES Corps to receive assistance in applying to 
Federal SBA loans.  
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