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NJ Attorney General Fields
Questions at Business Forum
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ew Jersey Attorney General Matthew |
Plack:n made himself available ro answer
questions from the business community
e rnrh' during a special vircual meesing moder-
ated h\ CIAN] President Anchony Russo
Plackin became the stare’s highest ranking
law enforcement officer eatly last year. He had
previously served as chiel counsel to Gov. Phil
Murphy. A Stanford law School graduate,
Platkin had zlso been a partner at Lowenstein
Sandler, working in che firm’s whirecollar
crime and business I:llg.mor practice groups,
before accepting the gosvenor’s appointment
As attormey genetal, Platkin, who grew ugp in
Morris County and now [ves in Moncelair wich
his family, heads the state Department of Law
and Publ:c Safety. It employs 8,000 people and
encompasses 18 divisions, including the Scare
Police and Consumers Affairs, which oversees
the licensing requirements of 51 professions
Ihere are more than SO0 Lawyers employed by
the department. Platkin explained to the meet-
ing particrpants that in what's unique to New
Jersey, his artomeys provide counsel to all scate
agencies, effecrively making ir che srare’s largess
law firm
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Contractors Assoctoon, 2s well as the NJCPA, the
association of accountants, who are all affilated
wich CLAN], ook the opportuniey wich Platkin to
press him on their members” hot ropics

T.':.-Q.' Denora, execurive director of the mov-
ers’ associanion, asked Plarkin's assistance for
Detter enforcement of a new law thar targees
rogue movers who scam the public. The associa-
non helped drafe the law and Murphy signed it
in 2019, The Public Movers Act gives local po-
lice the nghe to check movers’ credenrials and
issue summonses, iC warranted, Any fines im-
posed are also shared with che Jocal authoricies

The state Divisson of Consumers Affairs
conducted “only four stangs” on :llicie movers
since 2012, netting $283,000 in fines, according
to Denora, who said it is “hearthreaking” chat
frandsrers are victimizing the public and rar
nishing the reputazions of legitimate mosvers

Jason Washbum, a general manager ar Two
Men & A Truck, old the attomey general that
rogue movers have been operating under his
company’s name and on several occasions extore-
ed moaey from customers by refusing to unload
their propesty unless they paid more than they
.l!.lo\\i ]’!h‘\ll’lllﬂ.‘\ “It's a lll}_c‘ ne g.lll'.n |'np.ux
on our business and our reputation,” he said.

Platkin promised o follow-up with the local
prosecutor’s office on the mcidents Washburn
presented. The attorney general also saxd the
new laws are being enforced and the lacest re-
ports show consumer affairs collecred $75,000
in penaloies. “1fwe can do more.” Platkin said he
was willing ro discuss che sicuation furcher with
the movers” association after the virtual sesson

Another new law bang drafted by the state
Department of Emvironmental Protection in-
stigared the landscapers' associanon and oth-
ers working in the environmental industry to
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question the arrorney general, Arissue is the li-
cense for handling contaminared sodl. Under che
procedure, all principles in a firm would hase o
undergo extensive criminal background checks.

Tom Uzzo, the presidenc of Whitescone
Associates, Inc., which does extensive site re
mediation work, explained his firm s em-
ployee-owned and under the new regulations
all 100 of dhem would hase to submit to the
background investigation. The landscapers” as-
sociation also complaned the new regulanons
were overreaching. Tracy Straka, an execusive at
Creamer Emvironmental, wanted to know what
the consequences are. "Do we lose our license?
Do we fire the employec?” she asked

While Platkin said he could not discuss spe-
cific apphcations, he urged the partcipants
be as candid and detailed as possible when mak-
ing their applicasions. “Our goal 15 not to jam
people up in the licensing process.” he said.

He noced the regulation has not been final-
ized and there is still opportunity to bring com-
ments to the DEP

JefT Kaszerman of the NJCPA urged Plackin
to use funds collected by the Licensing boards
for a more effictent consumer affairs dovision.
Plackm acknowledged there was a “signihcant
backlog” in licensing and disciplinary actions
due 1o the pandemic and staffing issues, But he
said addirional hires have been made and Gow.
Murphy budgeted more funds for the division.
“1 think we're moving m the direction you will

like," be sand

To listen to che entire conversation,
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Catching rogue movers and questions aver new licensing requirernents for moving contaminated soil were among thc topics the business comemunity

brought to Attorney General Matthew J. Platkin.
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