Gift baskets galore
By creating themed baskets, you can turn everyday charity auction items into desirable packages that drive donations. A few personal favorite silent auction basket ideas include:
Movie night in
The perfect excuse to stay home and unwind, this gift basket can include movie tickets or streaming vouchers, gourmet popcorn, snacks, and other cozy essentials for a relaxed night in. 
The ultimate self-care reset
Designed to encourage rest and relaxation, this basket might feature candles, bath products, skincare, herbal teas, or a massage voucher for a little extra indulgence.
Chocolate lover
Ideal for sweet-toothed bidders, this basket brings together premium chocolates, artisanal treats, and winning flavors from local businesses or luxury brands.
Foodie hamper
A celebration of good food, this hamper can include gourmet ingredients, specialty sauces, oils, snacks, or a gift certificate to a favorite local food provider.
Paws & pampering
A gift basket with a difference, this is a real crowd-pleaser for animal lovers. Ideas can include toys, treats, grooming products, and accessories to spoil a much-loved pet.
Reader’s retreat
Every book lover needs a cozy escape. Why not fill their basket with some bestselling or classic novels, a journal or bookmark, a warm throw, tea or coffee, and a gift card to a local bookstore?
Promises
Promises are a flexible and fun way to appeal to a wide range of bidders. Why not ask board members, staff, ambassadors, or partners to auction off different promises? Examples include hosting a dinner, providing mentoring sessions, or committing time or expertise to a specific task.
Mission-made creations
Local artwork, handmade jewelry, or crafts can be especially meaningful when they’re created by people connected to your mission. Pieces made by service users — such as children or patients in a hospital unit, or students and alumni — offer a powerful, personal connection that many bidders value.
Mystery prize
A mystery prize invites bidders to join in without knowing exactly what they’ll win, adding an element of anticipation and fun to your event. The prize is revealed at the end of the night and works best when you give a small hint to encourage bidding.

These ideas were found online and are credited to: Jennifer Ruthe. Jennifer is a senior nonprofit professional with over 10 years' experience in fundraising and communications. She’s worked on countless campaigns in individual, corporate, and high-value giving.

Preparing your donation for the auction:
If the item is new and has a box, wrapper or container please include that. The item can be taken out for display.
Write a description of your item that can be displayed with the item.
If you are bringing a basket, create a catchy name for it and then list all the items included. If bringing a basket, consider how to keep all the items safely contained. This may be simply ensuring the basket is large enough, or using a clear basket wrap. 
At the auction, there will be carbonless duplicating bid sheets. Our volunteers will help you fill out the form and find a place for your item on the table. We will also have index cards to write descriptions on if too long to fit on the form. 

We deeply appreciate your donations! 

