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Effective 8/17/2020, St Joseph Health NorCal has assumed the management of Northern California 
Wound Care and Hyperbarics in Healdsburg, CA, a comprehensive outpatient program offering 
specialized treatment not typically available in a private office or offered by a home health agency to 
patients with chronic wounds. 
 
Diabetic foot ulcerations (DFUs) and chronic wounds are on the rise. Patients with very complicated 
ulcerations, sometimes with clinical presentation of infections (erythema, edema, induration, increased 
pain, and drainage of a purulent nature), are extremely daunting to care for in primary care and even 
specialists’ offices. 
 
Chronic or non-healing wounds are those that have not healed in 30 days or wounds that have stalled/ 
plateaued in closing due to aging and underlying comorbidities such as diabetes, peripheral vascular 
disease, cardiovascular disease, immunodeficiency, infection, obesity, and poor nutrition. The medical 
provider’s referral to Northern California Wound Care & Hyperbaric is the 1st step to offer the best 
possible outcome for the patients with chronic wounds and increase the likelihood of limb salvage. St 
Joseph Health Medical Group Vice President for Sonoma County, Michael Johnson, DPM, who has vast 
experience in wound care shared with us his thoughts “I have been very happy with the care my difficult 
patients have received at the Healdsburg Wound Care Center.  Their ability to provide multiple options 
for comprehensive wound care has been instrumental in trying to heal very difficult wounds.” 

Common indications for advanced wound therapy: 
• Diabetic foot ulcers 
• Pressure ulcers 
• Venous stasis ulcers 
• Surgical wounds 
• Ischemic ulcers 
• Chronic non healing wounds 
• Traumatic wound 
• Burns (up to 2nd degree) 

 
The Wound Care & Hyperbarics program offers comprehensive evaluation, diagnosis and advanced 
treatments, which includes surgical debridement, advanced dressings and wraps, antibiotic therapies, 
nutritional recommendations, bio-engineered skin and soft tissue substitutes, negative pressure wound 
therapy (aka wound vac) and hyperbaric oxygen therapy.  Hyperbaric oxygen therapy enables patients to 
breathe 100% oxygen at increased atmospheric pressure, resulting in oxygen saturation of their 
hemoglobin. The effects that patients may see are enhanced bacterial resistance, increased fibroblast 
activation, promotion of collagen synthesis, mobilization of stem/progenitor cells from the bone marrow 
and angiogenesis.  
 
Common Indications for Advanced Wound Therapy:  

• Pressure ulcers 
• Diabetic foot ulcers 
• Traumatic wound 
• Venous stasis ulcers 
• Surgical wounds 
• Chronic non healing wounds 
• Ischemic ulcers 
• Burns (up to 2nd degree) 
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Common Indications for Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy: 
• Acute sensory hearing loss 
• Acute retinal artery occlusion 
• Chronic refractory osteomyelitis 
• Diabetic ulcer of the lower extremity 
• Osteoradionecrosis as an adjunct to conventional treatment 
• Preparation & preservation of compromised skin graft 
• Soft tissue radionecrosis (radiation cystitis/proctitis, osteoradionecrosis) 

 
During the patient’s care, the wound care physicians will work collaboratively with the referring physician 
to identify and manage co-morbidities that may complicate healing. Once the wounds are closed/healed, 
patients will be discharged back to the referring physician with instructions for ongoing care. Referring 
physicians have found that working with the wound care program frees up staff time to see more patients 
in your office, reduced risk of exposure to infections, less expense for specialty wound care materials, less 
frustration from wounds that will not heal.  
 
Time is of the essence when it comes to tissue loss and healing. Prompt intervention, especially in 
patients with diabetic foot disorders may preserve limbs and restore function. We encourage early 
referrals to ensure the best possible results, especially for those diabetic or elderly individuals.  
 
To refer a patient: 
1) Call 707-473-4400, Ext. 3 or  
2) Fax signed physician order or completed referral form to 707-473-4405 
 
The program welcomes patients of all ages and insurances with one exception, that is Kaiser insurance. 


