
 

 
   
Weekly Update: April 22, 2021  

Emergency ACIP Meeting (April 23) 

A virtual meeting will be held tomorrow (11am-5pm ET) to discuss additional recommendations for the 

use of Janssen (J&J) COVID-19 vaccine. Please visit the ACIP homepage for information on how to listen 

in.  

At this time, the recommended pause supersedes any other recommendations for use of Janssen 

COVID-19 Vaccine. Recommendations for clinicians related to the detection, evaluation, proper 

management, and reporting of cases of CVST with thrombocytopenia after receipt of Janssen COVID-19 

Vaccine are outlined in Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines Currently 

Authorized in the United States. These can also be found in CDC’s Health Alert, issued April 13.  

  
UPDATED Webpages  

The COVID-19 Vaccine FAQs for Healthcare Professionals page has been updated and reorganized. Here 
you can find general Frequently Asked Questions about COVID-19 vaccine. Topics include scheduling, 
storage and handling, vaccine administration, vaccination documentation as well as vaccine safety and 
efficacy. There is also a FAQ list dedicated to each COVID-19 vaccine product, these are available 
through each info-by-product webpage:  

 Pfizer-BioNTech  
 Moderna  
 Janssen/J&J Vaccine  

  
  

Spotlight: Frequently Asked Questions  

“Why are needles for vaccine administration in the ancillary supply kit different 

lengths? Why aren’t they all 1-inch needles?”  

COVID-19 vaccines are administered by intramuscular injection. For all intramuscular injections, the 

needle should be long enough to reach the muscle mass and prevent vaccine from seeping into 

subcutaneous tissue. Ensuring the vaccine is given in the muscle is important to optimize 

immunogenicity and minimize adverse reactions at the injection site. If vaccine is given subcutaneously 

with the incorrect needle length, patients may experience more pain, irritation, and redness at the 

injection site.  

The appropriate needle length depends on age and body mass. CDC’s needle gauge and length chart, 

included in the ancillary kits, outlines the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ 
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recommendations for needle length. Other vaccine administration and injection resources can be found 

in CDC’s Vaccine Administration Resource Library.  

“Can I transport vaccine in a syringe?”  

CDC recommends transporting vaccine in vials. However, there may be instances when the only option 

is to transport predrawn vaccine in a syringe. U.S. Pharmacopeia includes guidance for transporting 

predrawn vaccine in syringes in the USP COVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit: Operational Considerations for 

Healthcare Practitioners.  

Clinician Resources  

General information about COVID-19 vaccine products for clinicians and healthcare professionals can be 

found on the COVID-19 Vaccination webpage.  

Clinical information including FAQs, Contraindications and Precautions as well as Administrative 

resources can be found for each vaccine on their own product webpage. Scrolling to the bottom of each 

vaccine specific webpage will bring you to a list of Storage and Handling Resources.  

o Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine  
o Moderna COVID-19 vaccine  
o Janssen/J&J COVID-19 vaccine  

  

CDC is constantly adding information and developing new content on our websites. Content syndication 

ensures that your website content automatically reflects any changes that CDC makes. Help with 

content syndication is available.  

Please contact CDC INFO with any questions you may have. You can call 800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636).  
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