
NEWS FROM THE DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL 

SERVICES  
  
  

DHSS’ Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health Announces 

Community Grant Opportunity to Respond to Opioid Crisis  

  
NEW CASTLE (May 24, 2021) – The Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

(DSAMH) and the Opioid Response Team are announcing community grant funding 

opportunities through DSAMH’s federal State Opioid Response (SOR) grant.   

  

Through the grant program, DSAMH will fund eligible providers to:  

  

 Implement new initiatives to strengthen active engagement and re-engagement and boost 

client retention in substance use disorder (SUD) services to improve safety and recovery 

outcomes (Tier 2). Tier 2 grants will be funded up to $100,000.  

 Implement innovative, evidence-based and high-impact SUD treatment and overdose 

prevention programming that targets underserved and high-risk populations (Tier 3). Tier 

3 grants will be funded up to $500,000.  

  

“We know that some of the best and most innovative responses to Delaware’s opioid crisis come 

from the providers who are closest to individuals and families impacted by this crisis,” said 

Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) Secretary Molly Magarik. “We encourage 

providers of all sizes to review the requirements and apply for this important community 

funding.”  

  

The grants are provided through DSAMH’s State Opioid Response (SOR) grant, funded by the 

U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). For the first 

round of funding, grant applications are due on June 14, 2021, and funded projects may begin as 

early as July 1, 2021. Projects can vary in length, but the final deadline for completion will be 

September 2022.  

  

Prospective applications also are encouraged to register for an attend a virtual technical 

assistance webinar:  

 5-6 p.m. Tuesday, May 25; register here:  

https://healthmanagement.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAvd-

yppj4sHdAlqZhKhXgQyQ_nwgRh1Hu_  

 

The grant application is available on the DSAMH website: 

https://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dsamh/startexp.html. Final applications can be emailed to 

DSAMH.ORT@delaware.gov  

  

Providers who previously applied for Tier 1 funding to implement universal screening are 

eligible and encouraged to apply for these community grants.   

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__healthmanagement.zoom.us_meeting_register_tJAvd-2Dyppj4sHdAlqZhKhXgQyQ-5FnwgRh1Hu-5F&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NWsxO25sIPyKPjl1qjh5BJZDfUBqIrY1T06kzgHDx-s&m=Md5889xU0Jv7czTbZm25cCrFYNe5v6GN5Rfi2yiD-lo&s=j5eq1Rj0JqBWuJ2qc1BGIuMzVTJWqY2R1mjtKtDVLNA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__healthmanagement.zoom.us_meeting_register_tJAvd-2Dyppj4sHdAlqZhKhXgQyQ-5FnwgRh1Hu-5F&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NWsxO25sIPyKPjl1qjh5BJZDfUBqIrY1T06kzgHDx-s&m=Md5889xU0Jv7czTbZm25cCrFYNe5v6GN5Rfi2yiD-lo&s=j5eq1Rj0JqBWuJ2qc1BGIuMzVTJWqY2R1mjtKtDVLNA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dhss.delaware.gov_dhss_dsamh_startexp.html&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NWsxO25sIPyKPjl1qjh5BJZDfUBqIrY1T06kzgHDx-s&m=Md5889xU0Jv7czTbZm25cCrFYNe5v6GN5Rfi2yiD-lo&s=OaSJtE9MFS6PI4B7IJNRBGmlj2kMQFGccpJqMKZ5BOU&e=
mailto:DSAMH.ORT@delaware.gov


In 2019, the Delaware Division of Forensic Science reported 431 overdose deaths in Delaware, 

an increase of almost 8% over 2018. The 2020 report has not been issued. Of the 431 total deaths 

in 2019, the Division reported that 341 (79%) involved fentanyl, a synthetic pain reliever that is 

50-100 times more potent than morphine. The percentage of total cases in 2019 involving 

fentanyl was 5 percentage points higher than in 2018.  

Delawareans who are suffering from substance use disorder can call DSAMH’s 24/7 Delaware 

Hope Line to be connected to treatment services at 1-833-9-HOPEDE or 1-833-946-7333. Or 

they can visit DHSS’ one-stop website, HelpIsHereDE.com.  

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__forensics.delaware.gov_resources_&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NWsxO25sIPyKPjl1qjh5BJZDfUBqIrY1T06kzgHDx-s&m=Md5889xU0Jv7czTbZm25cCrFYNe5v6GN5Rfi2yiD-lo&s=B7vMP0kQKOTo9w9Z40mMOH4UDwkRt2hMpPGugdJRpv4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.helpisherede.com_Get-2DHelp-3Fsource-3Dhomepage-2Dlink&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NWsxO25sIPyKPjl1qjh5BJZDfUBqIrY1T06kzgHDx-s&m=Md5889xU0Jv7czTbZm25cCrFYNe5v6GN5Rfi2yiD-lo&s=V9pSNm6hnT81AQPiu_wNffy8Qu_Ku-DK6dKG6M7JL9w&e=

